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Sir ALESANDER Nenner, of Stanbope, Baronet 
la Relation to N 


A Per ITION, ad Wee PRO POS ALsS, ich he Addreſſed 
| laſt Seſſions to Both Houſes of Parliament. 


WHEREIN 


The Miſerable State of SCOTLAND, from the Slaviſh Dependanoe 6f the 
People on a Few Families, and the Great Danger thence: aw Fs to 
GREAT BRITAIN, are conſidered. 
ere 


A New Method of Improving all the different Products of our Lands and 
Waters, and Paying off the NATIONAL DEBTS. 
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TO THE 


Lor d High Chancellor 5 SC. 


— N 9 * 


H O' the encloſed additional Memorial, or Remonſtrance, in rela- 
tion to the Papers which I humbly addreſſed to both Houſes of 
Parliament laſt Seſſion, is deſign'd for the Peruſal of every Member 
of Parliament, yet, I thought it my Duty thus, firſt, to addreſs it to you, 


and to Mr. Attorney and Mr. Sollicitor General, before I ſend "= of it 


to the other Members, for the Reaſons given Page 5. which, for ſaving 
your Time, I forbear to repeat: And tho' I cannot expect that Perſons, 
whoſe Time is ſo very much taken up, can be at Leiſure to read over fo 
long a Paper, yet, for the Reaſons given, Page 4. I do, both in Juſtice and 
Charity, expect, that you and they, will put it, and my other Papers, 
into the Hands of diſintereſted and impartial Perſons, known in the Laws 
and Forms of Parliament, who may make an Abſtract, and report the Sub- 
Nance of them to you; and who may, with you, and the other honourable 
Perſons, help me with your Counſel, that the Merits of my Petition of 
Rights and Grievances, and he #8 for advancing the Common Good, and 
preventing the Common Evil of Great Britain, contained in thoſe Papers, 
may have a fair and open parliamentary Hearing and Tryal, which is all 
I ask. Ra 


J am, &c. 
London, December 8. 1739. 


ALEXANDER MUR RAT. 


MEM O RIAL: 
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' REMONSTRAN CE, 


 Humbly Sheweth, # 


HAT tho? ever ſince I did myſelf the Honour (during laſt Seſſion of Parliament) to 
apply to you, and to lay my humble Petition of Rights and Grievances, together with 
ſome Propoſals for the common Good, before the Parliament, I have been ſtruggling with the 
moſt urgent Difficulties, and even with extream Neceſſities alrogether occaſioned by mani- 
A feſt Oppreſſions, and the Want of common Juſtice, and due Protection, from thoſe entruſted with the | 
Execution of the Laws in Scotland; and tho' my ſaid Neceſſities ſtrongly urged me to deſire to have j 
had the Merits of my ſaid Petition and Propoſals then taken under the Conſideration of Parliament, 
yet I was forced to delay moving farther in it at that Time, not only becauſe both Houſes were taken | 
up about publick Armaments, and other Matters of the greateſt Moment, which required, immediate 1 
Diſpatch, but becauſe the Truth and Solidity of ſeveral Things contained in my Papers (being found- 4 
» ed upon ſome natural Principles, Rules, and Obſervations, concerning the general Theory of the 
| Earth, and the particular State of Scotland) which were altogether new-and uncommon, and contrary 
to the received Opinions of Mankind, were therefore doubted even by many well-meaning and intelli- | 
gent Perſons, and the rather, becauſe my Oppreſſors (and the 2 * of their Country) had endea- 
voured, for many Years (by the various Arts and Calumnies of Faction) to prejudice and prepoſſeſs | 
the Minds of Mankind againſt every Thing coming from me, in order to cover their own publick 
and private Crimes, and to leſſen the Weight and Force of my Complaints and Accufations againſt 
them; and particularly ſome of them did repreſent my Papers, publiſhed and dedicated to Sir Robert 
Walpole in 1732-3, as well as thoſe which I addreſſed to the Parliament laſt Year (even before they 
were read or opened, and before they knew what was contained in them) as not worthy of any Notice 
or Regard, becauſe coming from a Perſon of a frantick Brain, as was cruelly inſinuated. 66] 
As it appears from my Papers that I had frequently experienced ſuch Calumnies, and therefore | 
expected the Continuance of them ; and as my retired Way of Life, and Difficulties of Fortune, theſe 
many Years paſt, have kept me unknown to you and to moſt of all the other Members of both 
Houſes, it therefore became neceſſary for me to give every Perſon Time to be diſpoſſeſſed of theſe Pre- 
judices : Beſides, I thought it likewiſe but reaſonable, as well as neceſſary, that you——and every other 
Senator, ſhould have Time, during the Receſs of Parliament, not only to cauſe Examine into the ö 
Truth of the Facts and new Principles upon which my Projedis and Propoſals are founded, but like- 
wiſe to conſult the Senſe of the Nation, concerning the N Utility of the ſeveral Mat- 
ters (mentioned in the ſaid Papers) which I have humbly propoſed to be put in Execution. | 
Theſe Conſiderations obliged me to continue in Silence, ſtruggling with my Neceſſities, till now that 
the Parliament is again met, when I hope you——and the other Members of both Houſes (having had 
Time and Opportunity of finding out the Truth of the Facts and Principles which I have advanced, 
and the univerſal Utility of the ſeveral Propoſals founded upon them) will therefore judge it conſiſtent 
with Law, and the common Good, as well as with common Juſtice, to diſcountenance and diſregard ,. 
all ſuch ungenerous Calumniators, and to redreſs my Grievances, and the common Grievances of your 
Fellow Citizens in Scotland; and that you will find it is abſolutely neceſſary for the common Safety, 
not to ſuffer the Lite, Liberty, Property, and Reputation of any Perſon who lives, or has any Con- 
cerns in Scoiland, any longer to remain under the _ and dangerous Dependance on the ay 
vt e ee > HOP GY 
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Senate upon Cataline's Conſpiracy in Saluſt. 
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mo os, 
and more than kingly Wills, Powers and Influence of a few Scotch Families, and their abſolute Subſti- 
tures and Dependants : That you will not ſuffer the Laws to be longer abuſed, kept hid, and tram- 
pled upon, and rendered vain and precarious ; and the very firſt Foundations, Definitions and funda- 
mental Diſtinctions of our natural Rights, Liberties and Properties, to be called in Queſtion, ang 
ſapped, undermined, inverted, perverted and deſtroyed by the Criminal Omiſſions and Commilſions 
of thoſe very Perſons who are entruſted and a fonte to be the Guardians of our Laws, Rights, Lis 
berties and Properties in Scotland : That will not ſuffer me and my Partners, with our Creditors 
and Leſſees of our Mines, to be longer oppreſſed, and even the general Peace, Induſtry, Improve- 
ment, Safety, and good Government of ſo conſiderable a Part of our Country, obſtructed and dam- 
aged, and totally endangered by the undue and over-grown Influence of thoſe hurtful, diſnatured and 
dangerous heretable Powers in Scotland, "which I camplained-: That you will not ſuffer my Family, 
and many of my OF ditors, Friends and rants, who have honeſtly, and induſtrioufly contributed choſe 


14 


Endeavours towa rs àdvancing the common Good and Improvement of their Country, to be totally 
ruined by manifold Oppreſſions; and that you will not ſuffer me to be forced to a Gaol, or to leave 
my Country, after having ſpent ſo many Years in conſtant Fatigue, and ventured my All in its Service, 
and after having been enabled, not only to do it conſidetable Service, in finding out ſo many valuable 
Mines, and other uſeful Branches of Induſtry, and Bread and Employment for many hundred Perſons. 
who wanted both, and in thoſe Parts of our Country where all ſuch uſeful and induſtrious Works 
were almoſt wholly unknown, and are moſt wanted towards preſerving the Ballance of Power, Peace and 
Safety of thoſe Parts, as well as for the common Utility of the State, but likewiſe to be the firſt Diſ- 
coverer and Publiſher of ſo univerſally uſeful a Project or Expedient, as that of the Circular Dead 
Level, or rather (a) Serpentine, Canals, Sc. which I have propoſed in the faid Papers. Which Expe- 
dient (beſides the officer uſcful and, hitherto, unobſerved Things hinted in the faid Papers) J venture 
to aſſert; muſt even of itſelf obviouſly appear to all impartial,” unenvious and intelligent Perſons, to be 
the moſt univerſally uſeful and beneficial Diſcovery and Propoſal, as well for the Intereſt of all parti- 
cular Perſons of all Ranks, as for the general Intereſt of the State, that hath been made to this, or any 
other, Nation theſe many Years, 

I am not inſenſible, that not only my Oppreſſors, but even all thoſe who do not know me, will (and 


may) object, that it is an immoderate Degree of Pride and Reſentment in me, to appear io fond of 


my own Projects, and with ſo much Warmth againſt thoſe who have oppoſed me: But ſince what 1 
ſay to the Advantage of this Project is no more than what I think it deſerves x fince all my Propoſals 
are honeſtly intended for the common Utility, and even Safety, of the State; ſince Gon (who knows 
my Heart) knows that I attribute this, and all other uſeful Diſcoveries which I, or any other Perſon, 
ever made, or poſſibly can make, publick, and even the Merit of our Good Will and Intentions, 
wholly to His Power and Goodneſs ; fince all obſtinate and deliberate Oppreſſors are hurtful to the 
common Good, and Enemies to Mankind and their Country, againſt whom we cannot poſſibly be 
over zealous 3 and fince by my long Silence the Calumnies of my Oppreſſors have fo far poiſoned the 
Minds of Mankind, that my. frid Propofals (tho' fo evidently tending to the Improvement and Ad- 
vancement of the common Good, equal Union, Liberty, Strength, and even Safety, of all the Domi- 
nions and Subjects of Great Britain) have been thereby, theſe ſeveral Years, and til} are, in Danger of 
being ſtifled, diſcredired, and kept hid from the Knowledge of the Publick; and ſince my, perhaps, 
too long ſilently and patiently ſuffering their Calumnies, and my general and modeſt (5) Complaints 


made to Sir Robert Wal pole in 1732-3, and my other Endeavours towards a juſt and honourable private 


Accommodation, have hitherto had no good Effect, but, on the contrary, fince my Oppreſſors have 
daily proceeded from Evil to worſe, and ſeem to think themſelves, and their factious Dependants, 
poſſefled of Power above the Reach of all common Law and Juſtice : For theſe, and ſeveral other, 
Reaſons, as I was (and fill am) obliged to expreſs myſelf with a juſt Warmth againſt them as obſti- 
nate and deliberate Berrayers and Abuſers of Law and Order, and Oppreſfors of my Country, as 
well as of myſelf and my Family, ſo I, was, and ſtill am, determined openly and publickly to proſe- 
cute them as ſuch, unleſs they immediately do that publick and private Juſtice to their Country, and 


to me and my Family and Creditors, &c. which 1 have required at their Hands: Neither could (or 
can) I omit this without a Crime; for, as it would be a highly criminal Omiſſion, and even one of the 


-reateſt (if not the very greateſt) of all treaſonable Omiſſions, not to defend the Laws and the natural 
Rights and Liberties of Mankind and our Country, and not to complain againſt all ſuch Perſons and 


- 


Powers as do obſtinately continue, in cold Blood and wilfully, to violate, hurt and obſtruct them and the 


common Good; and as rio Perſ6ns, who have a due Love and Paſſion for the Laws, Liberties and 
common Good of Mankind and their Country, and who are not (like Cataline and Ceſar) Cujus libet 
rei Simulatores, (c) can poſſibly ſpeak coolly of their Oppreſſors, ſo it were a highly criminal Baſhfulneſs 
in me not to ſupport and recommend my Projects with all my Power, ſince, in my Conſcience, I think 
they will evidently tehd to the common Good, and even Preſervation, of my Country : Neither can 
my Zeal, even againſt my private Oppreſſors, be blamed by any worthy and intelligent Perſons ; for 
tho' we are obliged, as Chriſtians, to go through evil and good Report with Humility and Patience, 


* » & +% 


(a) See my Papers dedicated to Sir Robert Walpole in 1732-3, p. 51. (4) bid. p. 12, &c, 01 #-% 
(c) Omnes homines F. C. qui de rebus dubiis onſultant, ab odio, amicitia, ira atque Miſericordia vacuos efle decet, &. 
Bene & Compoſite Caius Czlar de vita & Morte difleruit, &c. See Julius Cæſar and Cato's Speeches in the Roman 
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ouſly, and even treaſonably, hurt and obſtruct the common Good 
Safety, of our Country, as in the prefent Caſe, © ©. AE CNUYIINT. 993 I TIHtS 
For 1 ſubmit it to the publick Juſtice of the Nation, and to the common Senſe and Reaſon of all 


Mankind; if there can poſſibly be any clearer and more ſelf-evident. Proof and Indication 'of Perſons 
being publick, as well as private, Oppreſſors, and poſſeſſed with malicious, envious and. felonious 
Hearts, Wills, and Intentions, than when they do thus diſcover themſelves to be ſo wicked and aban- 
doned, as not only to attempt deliberately, and in cool Blood, by Calumnies, and the conſtant Tenor 
of their Lives and Actions, to murder the Reputation of any Fellow Citizen,” and to cerfaemn him, ot 
his Propoſals, without fo much as any fair Trial or Hering but do even ſuffer their Perſonal, Party, 
or Family Envy and Malice to proceed ſo far as coolly an deliberately, for Tracts of Years together, 
to continde ſuch a Conduct, and to hurt and obſtruct, and (as far as they can) totally defeat all At- 
tempts towards the Liberty and 5 wt their native Country, and the neral Happineſs, Union 
and Improvement of the Whole Ifland,' by thus maliciouſty and enviouſly dffcrediting ſuch obviouſly 
plain advantagious publick Works and Undertakings, as thofe in which I have been enn employ- 
ed theſs many Years 3 and by oppoſing and diſcrediting, and endeavouring to turn into malicious Ri- 
dicule, and preventing the putting in Execution fo felf-evident]y plain, and univerſally uſeful, Husban- 
dry and Mineral Projects, as thoſe which I have propoſed 3 and all this merely to gratify their inſa- 
tiable, boundleſs and dangerous Ambitions, Avarice, Malice and Envy, or other vile ſelf private- 
ſpirited Paſſions. e e e TE! | | 
All which publick and private Crimes, are the mote inexcuſable in them, that they cannot pretend 
Ignorance, or that 1 ever firſt broke the Peace, or injured any one of them ; but, on the contrary, I 
am ready to make it appear, that | have returned moſt of them Good for Evil; have had long Pa- 
tience and Forbearance, and have given ſeveral of them private Warnings (which their ſeveral treache- 
rous and baſe Practices and Proceedings did not deſerve) begging them to prevent the Neceſſity of 4 
publick Proſecution z, fo that they can pretend to have no other Cauſe of Quarrel againſt me, or their 
Country, but that we have had the Misfortune to be oppreſſed by them, And that they are ſelf- con- 
{cious that I have diſcovered, and that I am able to lay open, their ſeveral Crimes; and to prove them, 
by che whole Tenor of their Lives and Actions, to be ſelf private - ſpirited. envious and malicious Per- 
ſons, Breakers and Violaters of the Laws, and of all good Order and Government, and Invaders of 
the common Rights, Liberties and N of their Fellow Citizens, and Enemies and Obſtructors 
of the Induſtry and Improvement of t eir Country: For it is the Nature of all publick and private 
treacherous Perſons and Oppreſſors, to hate, and ſeldome ever to be able to forgive, thoſe they have 


ungratefully betrayed and oppreſſed : Naturale eſt Odiſſe quos læſerint, as was obſerved by one of the 


nt, and even 
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molt judicious of the Ancients (4); or, as one of our Poets has it, 


(„ Forgiveneſs tO the Injur'd doth belong, | | | 
« But they ne'er pardon who have done the Wrong.” 


Or, as the Great Sir Walter Ralzigh juſtly expreſſes it, delt is natural for all publick Oppreſſors, 
« like other private Felons and Sharpers, to take the firſt Word of Scolding, to cry out Whore, and 
« Rogue, and Fool ficſt, and to calumniate thoſe they have once baſely cheared, betrayed and op- 
« preſſed ; and then to endeavour to (e) cover their ſhameful Guilt, by adding Injury to Injury, and 
« thereby torally to ruin and murder thoſe they have once injured, and betrayed, and calumniated 
« under Truſt.” 4 of | | | n Cat 

Againſt ſuch Sort of Criminals one cannot poſſibly ſhew too much Zeal or Paſſion, ſince the com- 
mon Safety is indangered, and every-body is to be alarmed and put upon their Guard in ſuch a Caſe, 
for our Paſſions are not given us in yain, nor is it either our Duty (or, perhaps, poſſible for us) 
wholly and abſolutely to fubdue them : For, as the ingenious Doctor Stanbope juſtly obferves, ** God, 
e who contrived, and conſequently muſt be beſt acquainted with our Frame, found them neceſſary to 
« inſpire and invigorate our heavy Maſs : He ſaw that thus to eaſe us of all our Pains, would be at 
« the ſame Time to rob us of all our Pleaſures : And for this Reaſon he hath made Promiſes and 
« Threatnings, Rewards and Puniſhments, the Gayeties and Anxieties of Heart (all which are but fo 


PY 
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« many different Ways of working upon our Paſſions) the molt proper and powerful Inducements to 


« the beſt Religion in the World ; fo that, in Truth, the main (I might ſay the whole) of our Duty 
© and Happinets conſiſts not in ſtifling theſe Affections, and merges Far to a Stare of utter In- 
activity, but in moderating and regulating them : And no Degree of Love, Hatred, or Deſire, or 
« Fear, or Anger, or Grief, or any other ' ſimple Paſſion, can be too intenſe, when placed upon 
% worthy Objects, and directed to worthy Ends.“ | 


I {ubmir it, therefore, to the Juftice of the Nation, if there be any Object and End under Heaven 


ſo worthy of our paſſionate Love and Zeal, as the common Good and charitable Union, Flappins, 
Liberty and [Improvement of Mankind and our Country 3 and Fee ntly if, e contra, there can poſ- 
fibly be any ſuch hateful Objects as thoſe who (like the Devil) 


ot Oppteſſions and Calumnies. And ] appeal to the Conſciences of all thinking Perſons, if it be not even 
a Crime of the very firſt Magnitude, to {after ſuch Criminals, who remain obſtinate, to paſs uncom- 
plained of and unpuniſhed: For, as all thoſe who do not prevent, proſecute and uniſh all wilful Mur- 
ders and Oppreſſions, when it is in their Power to prevent, proſecute and puniſh them, 6 


(4) Tacitus, (e) Scelera Sce leribus tuenda. Tacitus. 2 92a9Þ1530 cue at bi ler 
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oppoſe them, and break through and deſtroy all good Laws, Order, Government and Society, and 
hurt and obſtruct the common Good and Improvement of their Country, by ſuch a long Continuance 


ate acceflary to: 
11759 V 291307 and 


and guilty of, the Murders and (f) Oppreſſions ; ſo all thoſe who do not reſiſt and oppoſe,. ſo far as 
they can, all publick, obſtinate and wilful Injurers and Oppreſſors, are juſt as much Criminals as thoſe 
who baſely deſert the Defence of the Laws, Rights, Liberties, Induſtry and Improvement of their 


Country, becauſe they thereby diſcourage all the Publick-ſpirited, and encourage all the ſelf private- 
ſpirited Part of Mankind. | 


- 


The End and Intention therefore of this my ſecond humble Repreſentation, is to exoner myſelf, by 


thus calling upon your Juſtice, and the Juſtice of every other virtuous Judge and Member of Parlia- 
ment, to protect me, and the Merits of my Petition and Propoſals, againſt all ſuch ungenerous and 
baſe Weapons, and Arrows of Faction and Calumny, thus ſhot at me, either by falſe and treacherous 
Fellow Citizens in the Dark, or from unfair Heights of lawleſs, ſubordinate, executive Power and 
Faction, againſt which no Perſon, no Family, no Cauſe, and even no State, is Proof; and by which 
alone my Family has been well-nigh wholly ruined, and my Mineral and Husbandry Projects and 
Methods (ſo evidently tending to the common Good and Improvement of all our Country) have 
been hitherto, for many Years together, greatly hurt and obſtructed ; that, by your Interpoſition, and 
the Interpoſition of Parliament, ſuch wicked Artifices, fact ious Conſpiracies, Treacheries and Calum- 
nies of falſe Friends, and Courts of Inquiſition, and corrupt Executioners of our Laws in Scotland, may 
neither longer hinder me from (the undoubted Right and Privilege of every Fellow Citizen) having 
the Merits of my Petition of Rights and Grievances, and Propoſals for the common Good, brought 
to a fair and open Parliamentary Hearing and Trial; nor our Fellow Citizens from the Benefits which 
may eaſily be made to ariſe to them all, from their Knowledge of the plain, obvious and ſelf-evident 
Methods which I have propoſed, of improving all the different Products of our Lands and Waters, 
and. by which our whole Country might have been vaſtly benefited before this Time, had not my 
Propoſals been ſtifled and turned into malicious Ridicule, by my ſaid Oppreſſors, and the Oppreſſors 
of their Country. 85 

A fair and open Parliamentary Hearing and Trial, or a fair and open Trial before any impartial 
and diſintereſted Jury, is all I ask; and is what, I dare ſay, you, and every other good Magiſtrate, 
Judge and Senator, will readily acknowledge, is the undoubted Duty, as well as the natural Right, 
of every Fellow Citizen, who finds himſelf and his Country hurt and oppreſſed, and the Laws vio- 
lated and miſinterpreted by ſubordinate Power, or who has any thing new to offer for the common 
Utility, 10 ask, and the undoubted Duty of every good Magiſtrate, Judge, or Senator readily to grant; 
being what was never refuſed under any good free Government, or Parliament, no not by any good- 
natur'd, abſolute Government, or ſupreme Adminiftration whatſoever ; for, however abſolute they. be 
in their own Acts, and tho' they will not ſuffer their own Will and Power to be called in Queſtion (g) 
yet they never ſuffered their Miniſters and ſubordinate Officers and Executioners of Law and Juſtice, 
to pretend to ſuch abſolute Will and Power; nor did I ever hear of giving either publick or privy 


Seals, or Commiſſions, to enable them to act above, or deviate from, the Laws, and to oppreſs 


thoſe they are bound and expreſly appointed to protect; and to turn thoſe very Laws, which by the 
ſupreme Authority are made for their own and the common Safety and Defence of the People, to be- 
come the very Inſtruments of their Deſtruction, by their wicked Partialities and Corruptions, falſe and 
felonious Interpretations, and other wilful and deliberate felonious Acts of Omiſſion and Commiſſion, 
and Violations of all good Order, Law and Juſtice, and the common Good, Liberty, Trade, Indu- 
ſtry, and Improvement of the Country: All which I undertake to prove againſt my Oppreſſors, 
whom I therefore call the Oppreſſors of Mankind and their Country. 

As to Favour, I neither dare nor will ſollicite you, or any other Judge or Member of Parliament, 
for any, further than the Juſtice and Merits of my Cauſe, and my Good-will and Intentions for the com- 
mon Good of my Country, ſhall, upon a fair Trial, be found to deſerve: And as I never did ſo 
much as once in my Life, ſollicite any Stateſman, Judge, or Member of Parliament, for any Favour 
for myſelf, nor ever made any of them the Complement of any one Vote, againſt what I thought 
my Duty to my Country, while I had the Honour to fit in Parliament ; fo, notwithſtanding my pre- 
ſent urgent Difficulties, I would not accept of any Favour or Reward, which I thought in the leaſt 
inconſiſtent with Juſtice, or the Intereſt of my Country; and therefore I have hitherco avoided all 
private Sollicitations on this Occaſion, as you, and all Mankind, myft bear Witneſs : On the contra- 
ry, I wiſh there were a Law paſs'd, making all private Sollicitations highly ,criminal, eſpecially in all 


Projectors and Accuſers: And I wiſh all Accuſers and Projectors were obliged to offer their Accuſa- 


tions and Projects firſt to the Parliament, before applying to any Miniſter or Miniſtry whatſoever ; 
and that we were obliged to appear with Cords about our Necks, and to be put upon Juries of the 


Parliament, or any other diſintereſted Juries of our Country, to be either rewarded or puniſhed accord- 


ing as what we -propoſe is found true or falſe, and for or againſt the common Good: Which Trial, 
I thank God, I am not afraid to undergo. 

As to this Paper, and the, other Letters and Papers I publiſhed and dedicated to Sir Robert Walpole 
in 1732-3, and thoſe which I did myſelf the Honour to lay before you laſt Seſſion of Parliament, they 
are of a publick Nature, and ſuch as I did, and ſtill do, deſign firſt for the Uſe and Peruſal of my 
Country, and then of all Mankind: And as the Papers I laid before both Houſes laſt Seſſion, do 
ſhew ſome of the Reaſons which induced, and even forced, me to the extraordinary Method I then 

| took, 


Duo ſunt injuſtitiz Genera, Unum Eorum qui inferunt, Alterum eorum qui abiis, quibus inſertur fi poſſint non propul- 
ſant Injuriam Cicero. Et qui non Repellat a Socio & Patria injuriam cum poſſit, tam eſt in Vitio quam ille qui facit & qui 
Parentes Socios & Patriam deſerit, &c. Expedit enim & Intereſt Reipublicæ Delida eſſe Cognita & Punita, & qui non impe- 
det cum poteſt idem facit, cum occidente, &c. T1 2087 1775 

(g) Et quamvis neceſſitati cedere & temporibus inſervire ſemper ſapientis habitum eſt, & quo modo ſterilitatem aut N#mios 


imbres, & cetera Natura Mala ita Vitia Dominantium tollerare debemus, as both Cicero and Tacitus de obſerve. 
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took, ſo I think ic my Duty thus to lay before you, and the /Pablick, the Reaſons for thy my further 


humble Repreſentation to you and Mr. Attorney and Sollicitor General, Tome Time before 1 fend 
Copies of it to the other Members of both Houles, viz. e lf fs i, es gy hs 
I. Becauſe you have already perufed; my Papers laid beter both Houſes laſt Seltion, ſo tht you, 
and ſuch other of the Members as rad them, while in die Hands of the Clerks of both Hiduſes, do 
beſt know their Relation and Connection with what is further added in this Paper, . 
II. Becauſe ir is Mr. Attorney and Mr. Sollicitor Generals particular Province, as genera] Lawyers 
and Miniſters for the common Good of the People, as well as of the Crown, to exatnine and 
fearch the Records in all Caſes, where any real or pretended new and uſeful Invention, or Diſcovery, or 
Propoſal: for the common Good, is made to the Publick by any Perſon, and to report their Opinion, 
whether any ſuch Propoſals do, or do not, contain ſome Things new, or whether they are, or are 
not, for the univerſal Utility of Mankind and their Country. —_ | 5 
III. Becauſe it is as much the undoubted natural Duty and Province of every Perſon, eſpecially of 
every Member of Parliament, and yet more eſpecia lly of all Perſons in your high Stations, to contri- 
bute your Endeavours in protecting and encouraging all uſeful and induſtrious Perſons, and toway 
having all firſt Inventors and Publiſhers of Things for the Utility and Safety of the Publick (þ) re- 
warded, as it is our common Duty to contribute our Endeavours towards diſcouraging and puniſhing, 
all idle and hurtful Perſons, eſpecially all ſuch as wilfully and maliciouſly project and publiſh, and at- 
tempt to execute, any Projects or Expedients which evidently tend to hurt, obſtruct, or deſtroy the 
common Good. 1 e ee 
IV. Becauſe in all Parliamentary Trials of Affairs of this Nature, all Perſons in my Caſe have a 
Right to call upon your Counſel and Aſſiſtance, and the Counſel and Aſſiſtance of all ſuch of the general 
Judges and Lawyers of the Crown and People, and of the Members of both Houſes of Parliament, as 
they think beſt diſpoſed and moſt able to help and protect them and the common Cauſe of the Pub- 
lick, and even to plead for us in all Points of Law, to put our Caſe in a proper Dreſs and Form, 
and to ſupply, by your ſuperior Abilities, our Wants and Weakneſſes ; and to ſupport and prote& us 
againſt the manifold Dangers and Diſadvantages attending all ſuch publick Vindications, Accuſations 
and Projects; and to guide us fo, that neither our Zeal in the juſt Defence and Vindication of our Laws 
and natural Rights and Liberties, may hurt us on the 6ne Hand, nor our Ignorance and Fear of 
offending the ſtrict Laws and Orders of Parliament, may make us deficient in our Duty to our 
Country on the other Hand, by omitting to ſay or do any wing which becomes neceſſary in Defence 
of this our firſt and greateſt of all ſocial Duties; and ſince 1 am in my Conſcience perſuaded that, 
upon a fair Parliamentary Hearing or Trial, ſeveral Things I have propoſed in my Papers (however 
weakly, confuſedly, or too prolixly expreſſed) will nevertheleſs be found alt r new and univer- 
ally uſeful, and, in every Reſpect, as much for the Utility, and even Safety, of England, and all the 
Dominions of Great Britain, as of my native Country of Scotland: Therefore, as I do naturally 
depend upon the Aſſiſtance of God, and all Lovers of Mankind and their Country, ſo, in a more 
particular Manner, et e Oſſiciis, 1 expect that you, and the other honourable Perſons above-mentioned, 
and all other publick-ſpirited Perſons known in the Law, will help to prepare and plead my Cauſe for 
me; and the rather, becauſe I do declare, before God and the World, that IT have hitherto had no- 
body to aſſiſt me, nor Money to fee and pay proper private Counſel : Neither am I ( far as con- 
cerns myſelf) aſhamed thus to appear in forma pauperis, or immoderately troubled at it, or on account 
of my Oppreſſions and Difficulties, hut, on the contrary, they who have oppreſſed me, and they who 
have not (as they ought) defended me from Oppreſſion, have only Reaſon to be aſhamed, whilſt 1, 
by God's Goodneſs, have felt, and have Reaſon in all Events to hope for the Continuance of that Eaſe, 
and even Pleaſure of Mind, under my moſt urgent Difficulties, which always muſt attend ſuch who 
ſuffer for having a Good-will and Intention for the Good of Mankind and their Country, to which all 
ſelfiſh Perſons, eſpecially all wilful and deliberate Oppreſſors of their Country and Fellow Citizens, 
muſt be Strangers, and conſequently muſt, in ſpight of all the Honours, - Riches and Pleaſures of the 


World, be wretchedly miſerable in their own Breaſts. 


Depending, therefore, that you, and the ſaid other honourable Perſons, will repreſent the Contents 
of my Petition and Propoſals, to both Houſes, in the moſt charitable, ſhorteſt and cleareſt Light, 
that I may have a fair Trial and Hearing, which is all I deſire, I ſhall avoid, as much as poſſibly I 
can, the repeating of what I have advanced in my former Papers; only, in order further to convince 


every Perſon of the Certainty of the Fact I advanced, concerning the univerſal (hitherto unobſerved) 


regular, natural Communication and Joinings of all Parts of all Continents, by means of the regular 
Chains of their Mountains and Hills, &c. which is the Foundation of the propoſed Scheme of greater 
and lefler Canals; as alſo, in order to Convince all the impartial Part of Mankind, how eafily, and 
how much more effectually, the Peace of our remote Highlands and Iſlands may be kept, ſecured 
and preſerved from all domeſtick Thefts, Robberies, and other Breaches of the Peace, and from all 
foreign Invaſions, or hurtful Smugglings 3 and how the Inhabitants of theſe Parts may be made univer- 
fally vaſtly more uſeful and induſtrious (by being made free, and delivered from their preſent laviſh, 
private Dependencies, and by guarding thoſe Coaſts _ Iſlands with deck'd Sloops, ay with 

52 arines, 


(b) Rewards and Puniſhments are the great Hinges and Supports of all States, and of all good Laws and Government; and 
without them, every thing muſt fall into the utmoſt Confuſion and Ruin. — Nec Domus, nec Reſpublica ſta:e poteſt, fi in ea 
nec Recte factis Premia extent ulla, 77 ſupplicia Peccatis. Cicero. Suadet guns que publicam eauſam ſequitut, ut 
ne re ſua aut prætio Careat ille qui pro > ac Xquiflimum enim eſt, emaium Contzibutione Relarciatur Damnum que 
ab omnibus Datum. L. 1. f. 2. Rhed. de Jad. ; | K 


Marines, choſen proiniſcuouſly out of all our different Clans and Families, without Diſtinction, under 
the Eye and Protection of ſome few ſtationed Ships of War, which may be ordered to cruiſe and fiſh 
upon thoſe Coaſts) than they are, or can be expected to be, under their faid preſent laviſh Depen- 
dance, and by the preſent Way of employing 21 Land Forces, or Highland Companies, commanded 
by, and compoſed of, the abſolute Creatures, Followers and Dependants of a few particular Clans, 
who are thus naturally, ſtrongly, ' and unavoidably tempted to be partial; and likewiſe, in order to 
ſhew a Method of preventing any of our well-nigh impregnable Iſlands and Peninſulas from being 1nva- 
ded; ſurpriſed, and made tenable againſt us, I defire that, by your Interpoſition, and that of the other 
honourable Perſons aforeſaid, I may be allowed an Opportunity of explaining theſe Matters to the 
Parliament; and the rather, becauſe ſome of them are of a very delicate Nature, and ought to be 
ſoon adverted unto, and can only be duly provided for, remedied and executed, by the Order and 
Authority of Parliament: And, in the mean Time, 1 ſhall only add, to what 1 have already offered 
on theſe Subjects, 38 follows, m. t ee n e TO HIT LLPLI)C Ot Dit 
That, as it is the undobbted Duty of every Perſon, without Diſtinction, to be active, and to endea- 
vour to be induſtrious and uſeful to Mankind and his Country, and to be deſitous, and even ambitious, 
to be employed in executing whatever Project he thinks his Genius enables him to diſcharge for che 
common Good ; and, as every Perſon who is the firſt Diſcoverer and Propoſer of any new and uſeful 
Projects, Methods, or Fxpedients, whereby the common Good and Improvement of his Country may 
be advanced, and whereby. (as in the preſent Caſe) every Perſon's Eſtate, and every Land and Water 
Product, may be greatly benefited,” hath” a natural Right and Title, and is even entitled by the 
particular Laws, Cuſtoms and Precedents of Britain, to expect to be ſuitably rewarded, and even to 
Nr the firſt Perſons employed in putting ſuch Projects and Methods in Execution; and fince 
I am perſuaded in my Conſcience, that the ſaid Canals, Sloops, Ic. and the abrogating and checking 
the hurtſul Parts of thoſe-oppreflive Powers, will be found even abſolutely neceſſary tor the common 
Good, Strength and Safety of all Britain, as well as for the Improvement of all our Induſtry and 
Eſtates; and ſince it is the Duty, as well as Privilege, of every Perſon to endeavour to advance his 
own, and his Family and Friends private Good and Intereft, by all fuch Methods as at the fame Time 
conduce to the publick Good; I therefore hope it will not be judged either a wrong or immoderate 
Pride or Selfiſhneſs in me thus to declare myſelf willing, and even ambitious, to be imployed by Order 
of Parliament, either in joining (and making a Navigation betwixt) the Rivers Thames and Sever, or 
any other two of our navigable Rivers, which ſhall by the Parliament be thought fit; and in ſhewing 
thereby, at the fame Time, the Methods how ſuch Canals for Water Carriage of fſinall Veſſels, as 1 
have deferibed in my former Papers, or breader and deeper ones for carrying flat bottom'd Veſfels of che 
greateſt Burthen, may be made univerſally between all our navigable Rivers, even in all the moſt moun- 
tainous and hilly Parts of this, or any other Continent or Iſland; and for that End, in making accurate 
Surveys, Repreſentations and Deſcriptions (by Solids or Models, as well as Plans) of all the mountainous or 
Hilly Mediterranean, or midland Parts of this Iſland, repreſenting” all the Paſſes, Necks, Iſt muſes or 
Points de Partage (as the French call thoſe Midland, Mediterranean or Centrical Parts of the Hills, if I 
may be allowed to call them ſo) which divide this and all other Iſlands and Continents betwixt the 
Eaſt, Weſt, North, and South Seas which ſurrround them, that (among many other Advantages) the 
propereſt Places for making all ſuch midland Water Carriage, Canals may be known; or elſe, in gi- 
ving Proofs of the vaſt Improvement to be made upon all Sorts of Ground, by ſuch leſſer Canals and 
zigzag Ditches, Drains and Roads, Sc. as are propoſed in my ſaid Papers; and in giving Proofs of 
the great Utility of ſuch deck'd Boats or Sloops, as I propofed upon the Weſtern Coaſts of Arg yigthire, 
where the moſt improvable Part of my Family Eſtate does lye (i), and where it is moſt natural for 
me to deſite that I and my Family ſhall be employed, becauſe it is there we have the Opportunity of 
being moſt uſeful to our Creditors and Partners in our Mines, as well as moſt ſerviceable to ourſelves 
and our Country, not only by the conſiderable Husbandry, Fiſhing, and Mineral Improvements, 
which may eaſily be ſoon made, and by the general good Example of Induſtry and Improvement in 
<thoſe Parts, bur by our making, at the ſame Time, ſuch other particular Maps and Surveys () of 
thoſe hitherto miſrepreſented, and well nigh unknown, Parts of Scotland, as thoſe I have already laid 
before the Parliament. . | | 7 18 | 
In all which future Surveys, it is hereby further propoſed, * That the Lines of all the Heights, of all 
the Summits,” Paſſes and Joinings, and Courſes of all the various greater and ſmaller Branches of our 
Mountains and Hills, with their various Aſpects and Declevities, às alſo the Columns and Courſes of 
all the Rivers, Rivulets, and 'confiderable' Springs; from their ſeveral Heads to the Sea, together 
with the High and: Low Water Marks of the various Tides of the Sea, and the Depths of Water, 
Sands, Rocks, Creeks, and Landing Places of our Coaſts, ſhall: be accurately marked and deſcribed, 
with particular Marks, References and Deſcriptions likewiſe of the different Natures and Products of 


the Soil and Waters, and of the Depths, Stretches, and Bearings of the various Strata, Veins, or Scams 


of Mines, Metals and Minerals, or other uſeful Matter by Land; and of the Nature of the Climate, 
and common Changes and Courſes of the Winds, Tides, Currents and Product of the Sea; as alſo of 
the Boundary Lines and Diviſions of each Country and Pariſh, and each Perſon's Property, and even 


of each Farm, Town, Village, Houſe, Church, Cc. with the Woods, High Roads, and Foot Paths, 


and other Roads of all Kinds; All which, it is propoſed, ſnall, for the future; be reprelented, not only 
by Plans, but by Solids, repreſenting the true Face and Aſpect of the Country, © © 


* 4 1 


* 


(i See the Map of Argyleſhire. | 


t) There was an expreſs Act, of the Parliament of Scotland, made Anno 1686 for making exact Surveys of all Scotland; 
but it BY diſcouraged by the Great Lords, who wanted to hide the vaſt Extent of their Juriſdt 
tiohs, c. | | ; 


ions, and their ſtrong Situa- 
. | «+ +3499 
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Which Plans and Models; with other ſuch gtneral Abfſtrats or Fables: in Columns, like that of 
the Abatomy of Ardnamurchan, which; may eaflly be ordered, to be annually made and given into 
Parliament, vouched by the Miniſter, Heretors, or Proprietors of Land, and Juſtices of Peace, of 
each Pariſh, mentioning the Age and particular Trade and Employment of each Perſon,” will be uni- 
verſally uſeful on very many Actounts, both in Times of War and Peace, as will naturally octur” 
to every thinking Perſon; particularly in preventing Law. Suits about Boundaries, and in ſpurring and 


encouraging all Sorts of People to be induſtrious and, uſeful to their Country, ſome one Way or other, 
and to be aſhamed to appear idle and uſeleſs Perſons upon the ſaid Eiſts; and will point out anmually 
to the Parliament where good and, uſeful Subjects thrive moſt, or (which is the ſame Thing) where 
Induſtry and uſeful and induſtrious Education is moſt or leaſt encouraged and dultivated, by thoſe who 
have the Power and Execution of the Laws, and the Education of the People entruſted to their Care 
and Inſpection; and will ſhew our Legiſlators, whether we yeafly encreaſe or decreaſe in our real 
Strength; that is, in the Numbers of our well- employed and induſtrious Inhabitants,” educated, bred 
up-and N om Jorg Youth, to rhe uſeful, honeſt, and induſtrious Arts of Peace, as well 
as thoſe of War, and not (as King David ſinfully projected and intended) in the Numbers of idle and 
N e Forces, or a fighting Militia, only bred up to bear Arms for him, and to fight 
r 01742 wh os 2930 if, 990 Hlartrg's ins 28fugan &. 586, 01 

As ſuch Tables and Liſts of the People, to. be taken, regiſtered; and publiſhed yearly, or from 
Time to Time, as the Cenſus (æ) was amongſt the Romans, together with ſuch general Regiſters of all 
Land Eſtates and Mortgages, as are now uſed in Scotland, together with Tables of the State of the 
landed Intereſts and Land Tax of each County, vouched by the Sheriff and Sheriff 's Clerk, and the 
Commiſſioners and Collectors of the Land Tax, would likewiſe be's great Security to the Prace, both 
in Town and in the Country; would conſiderably raiſe the Values of all our Properties, and the 
publick Credit of the Nation; would be a great Encouragement and Spur to Induſtry, and a great 
Checque upon all ungqual, unjuſt and arbitrary Taxes, and other ſuch arbitrary Proceedings, of 
ſubordinate Fudges, Officers and Executioners of our Laws, from whoſe criminal Omiſſions and Commiſ- 
ſions, and Neglects of the Education of our People, all national Evils, epidemical Idleneſs, and uni- 
verſal Diſſolution and Corruption of Manners do flow (): So in order to demonſtrate the general and 
univerſal Utility of ſuch exact Tables, Models, Maps, and Deſcriptions, and in order to convey a 


clearer Idea of the Practicability and Utility of the ſaid greater and leſſer Canals,” c. I have attempted 
Specimens of each of them, which may be eaſily improved; and, among others, I have had a Plan 


made of the Country betwixt the Eaſt and Weſt Seas, from the Mouth of the Thames to the River 
Kævern, together with ſuch a Model of a Part of it n I purpoſely travelled, ſince laying my 
Papers before the Parliament) as will ſerve, with a few other Models; Drawings and Rules, not only 
to convey a clear Idea of every thing advanced in this and my other Papers on this Subject of Canals, 
but well enable every common Surveyor to repreſent every other Country or Eſtate with ſuch Exactneſs, 
that, by the Help of ſuch Models and Plans, every Proprietor, Leaſeholder, or Farmer, will be able 
to give Orders how to work their Mines, and improve the other Product of their Eſtates to the beſt 
Advantage, without the Neceſſity of ſo conſtant Attendance as is now neceſſary, and without bein 

near ſo much expoſed, as at preſent, to be abuſed and impoſed upon by their Servants, Stewards — 
Managers. Nay, I dare venture to aſſert, That I am able to ſhew a Method how the Land Eſtates, 
Fiſhings, and Minerals of all Sorts of Perſons (even of Orphans, Widows and: Lunaticks, and of the 
Crown, and all thoſe who cannot perſonally attehd to manage their own Eſtates) may be as well man- 
aged and improved to the beſt Advantage, as thoſe Land Eſtates, Fiſhings,: and Minerals, which are 
conſtantly attended by the ableſt Huſbandmen, Miners, and Fiſhers; as alſo, to demonſtrate how 
every Houſe in London and Weſtminſter, and in all other Places ſituated upon the Banks of navigable 
Rivers; and, indeed, how all other Houſes, or Towns, Sc. which are not ſituated on the very higheſt 
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(Ck) Ita autem Agebatur Cenſus ut quiſque civis nomen, Genus, ætatem de ſe, uxore, Liberiſque & ſervis dare teneretur. 
Deinde Pecunias & Prædia ſua Juramento Profitebantur, quæ ita in cenſum juxta formam Cenſualem referebantur ut poſſet 
Conſtare Nomen ſundi cujuſque, & in qua Civitate, & quo Pago ſit, & quos duos vicinos proximos habeat & id arvum, quod 
in Decem annos proximos ſatum erat, quot Jugerum fit, vinea quot vites habeat, Oliva quot Jugerum . Babes, 
Pratum quod intra Decem annos proximos Sectum erat, quot Jugerum. Paſcua, quot Jugerum eſſe Videantur, item Sylvæ 
Ceduz : Omnia ipſe qui deſert Æſtimet L. 4. ff de Cenſu. Addito Juramento Legittimo ſe vere illa & bona fide zitimaſſe. 
Dion. Halicar. . borne. wat. hee x aver tt F 6 EN 140. 0 n n 

Cicero enumerates all the Parts of the Powers committed by the Senate, to thoſe ſubordinate Magiſtrates called the Cenſors, 
and rhe Officers under them, in the following Words; Cenſores Populi ævitates, ſoboles, familias, Pecuniaſque Cenſento: 
Urbis templa, vias, &-aqvas, ætarium, vegtigalia tuento: Populique partes in tribus diſtribunto : cælibes eiſe prohihento : 
mores Populi Regunto : Frobrum in Senatu ne Relinqunto: Bini unto: Magiſtratum quinquennio habento: Religul Magi- 
Aratus anna Sunto. Eaque erh as. Semper Eſto. Lib. 3. de Legibus. Aenne A Hogs fe eren 

Cenſum inſtituit Servius Tullius, Rem Saluberrimam tanto futuro Imperio: Ex quo Belli Paciſque Munia non viritim ut 
ante Sed pro habitu pecunjdrum flerent-. Livy 8 n 7 

Ab hoc tempore Populus Romanus Relatus in Cenſum, Digeſtus in Claſſes Curiis & Collegiis deſtributus: Summaque Regia 
Solettia ita eſt ordinata Reſpubliga, ut omnia Patrimonii Ban Etatis, Artium amgue diſcrimina, in Tabulas 
referrentur, ac Maxima Ciuitas mini mæ domus diligentia contineretur. Florus. el Ane 

And it appears, not e Domeſday en and by the Starute Anno. 3. Edw, I. called, Extend. Manerii, that ſuch 
Surveys have been ordered. by Parliaments ever {ince the Norman Invaſion ; but by the old Records in the Tower, it appears 
to have been uſed in England beſore that Invaſion. And altho' moſt of our old Scotch Records have been deſtroyed, yet, 
from what remains of them, and from the ancient cuſtomary Way of dividing, valuing, bounding, and claſſing our different 
Sorts'of Grounds, and of taxing and claſſing ous People, it is very probable that the ſame Roman Cuſtome took Place in Scot- 
land likewiſe. | 5 | | | | "3; 

(1) Quales ſunt Præſides tales eſſe Reipublicz mores Sentio. Xenophon. | ney 5533 

Licer videre ſi velis replicare Memoriam Temporum & Annalium. Qualeſcunque ſummi Civitates viri fuerunt talem Civi- 
tatem fuiſſe, quæcunque mutatio morum in Principibus extitit, Eadem in Populo Secutam. Cicero. 5 

See Xenophon's Diſcoutſe on the Ways and Means of improving the Athenian State and Mines, &c, publiſhed both among 
Mr. Davenant's and Mr. Moyl's Eſſays. 
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Parts of Countries (which is ſeldome the Caſe) may be furniſhed with what Quantities of Water the 
Inbabitants can reaſonably deſire, by the Help of ſuch Canals, or cloſe Aqueducts, c. as I have pro- 
ed, at a vaſtly cheaper Race than they are commonly provided at preſent; and how ſuch greater and 
efler Canals can be ſo contrived for watering all dry Grounds, and draining all fenny Grounds and 


Countries, as to avoid all the Objections I have ever heard offered, viz. So as not to hurt or leſſen, 


but, on the contrary, to help and extend the Navigation of the Thames, and of all our other navigable 
Rivers ; and how the Difficulty of ſinking, ſandy, or other open Soils, may be overcome ; and how 
the Canals may not be ſubject to be ſpoiled and filled up with Earth and Rubbiſh, or to have their 
Banks broke down by ſudden Showers, Ac. and alſo, how (in making the Canals) fine Houſes and 
Policies, Towns, Churches, and burying Grounds, Sc. may be avoided ; which, however, are but 
rarely ſituated, either very high in our hilly Countries, or very cloſe on our Sea Shores, which are the 
two propereſt Places for making all ſuch publick or private, greater or leſſer, Canals, Bulwarks and 
.renches; Sc. as I have hinted at in my Papers. 6 


3 


I am not infenſible that ſeveral Things I have advanced, in this and my former Papers, muſt appear 


improbable, becauſe they are altogether new and uncommon 3 more eſpecially conſidering tlie unfa- 
vourable Character given me by Oppreſſors; beſides, as I have, in ſeveral Things, been obliged 
to affect a ſingular and — 2 in order to draw every-body's Attention; ſo I was, and am 
ſill, obliged in Duty, as well as to avoid Prolixity, to delay a regular and minute Explanation of 
feveral Things, until I be either called upon by Pa 


® + 


— 4. to do it, or until I do it publickly, to the 
equal fair Warning and Information of every one of my Fellow Citizens : And therefore ir was that 1 
avoided to explain to Sir Robert Walpole the particular Methods of paying off all our national Debts 
hinted at in my Papers dedicated to him 3 which, however, I am able to demonſtrate, ſelf evidently, 
may be eaſily done, even yet, and during our preſent War, tho it ſhould require as many Land and 
Sea Forces to be maintain'd, as our late War with France, provided the Parliament do order the 
Scheme, Methods, Ways and Means, I have to offer, to be ſtrictly put in Execution: Which 
Scheme, Sc. 1 dare venture to ſay, and clearly to demonſtrate, will anſwer all the good Ends and 
Purpoſes hinted at in Page 18 of my printed Paper, dedicated to Sir Robert Walpole : For my Scheme, 
Project, is a true national and general one, honeſtly calculated for the common equal Good and 
Dairy of all Sorts and Ranks of my Fellow Citizens without Exception, in which every Perſon, poor 
and rich, high and low, will find their Profit and Intereſt heartily to join and concur ; fo that a Capi- 
tal of ready Money fufficient, will be got ſubſcribed and raiſed inſtantly, without the Neceſſity of any 
Lottery: Such, I fay, is my Scheme, and not one of thoſe partial and private-ſpirited Spider-Web 
Schemes, ſpun out of the Bowels of our honeſt and induſtrious Fellow Citizens, and purpoſely cal- 
culated (as appears by their Manner of Execution) to enrich and increaſe the Powers of a private Ser 
of Subſcribers and Stock Jobbers, or particular monopohzing Fraternities of the Managers and D- 
rectors, &c. of publick excluſive Companies, at the Expence, and to the Hurt, Fraud and Danger 
of the equal fair Trade and Liberties of all the reſt of the Nation. I My: 
Such partial and ſelfiſh Schemes, or Projects, are much more eaſily contrived and executed than truly 
national ones, as it is much more eaſy to do Evil than to do Good, or to prevent or remedy any kind of 
Evil, inſomuch that it is not even poſſible, without the Aſſiſtance of Parliament, that any truly good 


and national Scheine can be ſo much as fairly tabled or heard; far leis can it be otherwiſe ſupported, or 
honeſtly executed, without the Authority of Parliament, in an Age fo univerſally corrupted with Mul- 


titudes of ſelf-intereſted Publicans, and private-ſpirited Perſons, Governors, Sub-Governors and Direc- 
tors of Companies, poſſeſſed of vaſt excluſive Privileges, and hurtful Monopolies, who will hear of no 
Project, and who will even make War upon all Projects and Projectors, except ſuch as bring an imme- 
diate Addition of Riches to themſelves, which muſt always be deſtructive to the general and equal 
Good of the Nation, as well as to all fair Traders, and to all the honeſt Stock-holders of ſuch Cem- 
It were eaſy for me to propoſe ſeveral particular or partial Schemes, and Ways, and Means of new 
Rivers and Water Carriages ; joining and making navigable ſeveral of our Rivers; building of Bridges; 
fupplying ſeveral Cities, Towns, and Villages, and Noblemen's and Gentlemen's Houſes and Eſtates, 
with Water; and for Milns and Machines of all Sorts; making new Settlements and Plantations; and 
Mineral Schemes ; draining vaſt Tracts of fenny Countries, and watering vaſt Tracts of over-dry and 
barren Grounds : All which, by their Manner of executing, might be rendered vaſtly uſcſul and profi- 
table to the Governors and Sub-Governors of ſuch Undertakings; and by which they, and a few Dire- 
Qors and Executioners of Power, might make great May and by whom I might be ſupported, 
y private Subſcriptions and Lotteries, £c. and ſuffered to ſhare in the Profic, at the Expence of the 
Bar ch? all den parular partial Pros nd mary rere wk qt: 
all ſuch particular ial Projects Supporters, all honeſt general national 
ones, can expect no Srest dul from the Authority of Parliament ; Aye becauſe all truly honeft 
and national Schemes, really ing to free the Nation from Debt, and to make the People thereby 
happy and free (which are the only and national ones) are looked upon by all the Publican Fra- 
ternities aforeſaid, as ſo many Drawbacks and Checques upon their private · ſpirited and monopolizing 
Powers, excluſive Privileges and Prerogatives, if I may fo call any Kind of private Imperia, and are 
therefore always ſtrenuoully oppoſed, diſcountenanced and diſcredited by them and all their Patrens, 
Tools and Inſtruments of T'yranny, or Inſtrumenta Regni, as Tacitus names them. For. 
All chis muſt appear nerfeRtty natural and obvious to the meaneſt Capacities ; for it holds exactly in 
publick Life, as it does in private Life : All Publicans, who have Mortgages, Poſts, Penſions and 
Proviſions out of the Debts or Taxes of the People, or who have any excluſive Privileges, or Mono- 


polices, in any Branch of Trade, are directly in the Caſe of that Sort of uſurious Creditors, or Pawn-. 
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their Properties, and from being able to pay aff their 1577 Neither 8 Ae 3 $5.84 — — 
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ublican Brekers are worſe than the private ones; apd the Publick (hy Which I mean te whole” 
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e large Debi, "war "By 


liament) will they allow the Debtors to improve their fat W tgaged F 
thods as will bring to themſelves an Le. 4. turther vaſt 

Body of the State) is in a worle Condition, many ALCIPECTS, | Le! 
eaſily demonſtrated : Neither can the Pablick ever hope to pay 0 


ſame ſueh honeſt national Scheme or other. e . oe ar 
I come next to conſider the following Objection made to the propoſed great Canals,” wiz. 
That they will be ſo exceedingly expenſive, and will require ſo much I. 
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To this 1 anfwer, That tho?, until the Parliament docs determine which are the propereſt Places far ſuch” 


1 


25. Canals, or inland Communications, berwixt cur Rivers, and of What Dimenſions (which cannot 


determined; until the faid Surveys be magey t cannot offer any more particular Scheme concerning 


the Expence and Manner of Execution, than what I have already laid before the Parliament; and that 
becauſe, tho the greater Parts and Joining of this, = all other Iſlands and Continents, are (like the 
greater Parts and. Joinings of all human Bodies and Faces). ſha d and framed much after the ſame 
general, regular, and uniform, or ſimilar Manner, yet they do likewiſe differ, like every human Face 
and Body, from one another in the exceedingly* various ſmaller Lines, and other Accidents, -&c. which 
will naturally occaſion a great Variety in the Expence, as well as in the Manner of Execution; yet, at 
in Avarage, I dare, in che General, affirm, and undertake to demonſtrate (Devore all Poſſibility of 
Contradiction) before the Parliament, That, with the Help of a well- employed Land Army, i, e. a 
working, as well as figbting, Militia, tho? eyen leſs numerous than our Army was in Time of Peace, 
when joined with the univerſal voluntary Aſſiſtance of the ſeveral Proprietors and Inhabitants in the 
Vieinity of all Parts of the Countries thro* which ſuch Canals ſhall be ordered oP be made, they may 
be executed, that is, all our navigable Rivers may be joined very eaſily, cheaply and ſpeedily, eſpe- 
cially all thoſe on the Eaſt Coaſt ; together with a few ſuch other Canals, as may be moſt wanted in 
the moſt inland Parts of our Iſland, towards the joining all our principal Rivers which lye on the Eaſt 
and Welt Sides of Britain; and that, not only for. the Reaſons and Calculations already given in my 
former Papers, but becauſe all the Proprietors of Land Eſtates, and even all Cities, Towns, Yilages, 
and Corporations, in the Neighhourhood of ſuch defigned Canals, will (and muſt) naturally become 
emulous ho ſhall have their Eſtates, Trade and Commerce benefited by the faid Convenience, im- 
mediate. Vicinity and Neighbourhood of Water Carriage; inſomuch that, I doubt not (not can ir 4 
ſonably be doubted) but that every thinking Peron will (for the ſake of their own private Advant ge) 
offer ſo much Ground as is ſufficient for the Canajs gratis: And it is obvious, that the Commonality, 
in moſt Places, will likewiſe. find it their great Intereſt to be zealous and HAY with Fer Labour, 
in order to have their Firing, and all other Neceſſaries of Life and Manufacture, furniſhed them, by 
ſuch Canals; vaſtly cheaper than at preſent. 3 eee "oy e 3 
Beſides, I ſubmit it to the Senſe and Wiſdom of the Nation, and to all the intelligent Part of Man- 
kind, if the ſame Law of Nature, and of all good Government, which univerſally eftabliſhes, in this, 
and all well regulated Countries, a paramount Power, Right and Liberty in the Parliament, or ſu- 
preme Authority of each State (for the common Good and Safety) of making Land Highways and 
Roads for all manner of heavy Carriages of Goods, Merchantdize, Arms and Artillery, thro” ever) 
Man's Eſtate, without Diſtinction, and of even building Caſtles, and throwing down Houſes and Po- 
licies of all kinds, and even Churches, Fc. if the common Good and Safety A requires ; I ſubmit I 
ſay) if, by the ſame Law of Nature, the Publick have not a Power and Right of making ſuch FHigh- 
Water Roads and Carriages thro? every Man's Eſtate, where it may be moſt convenient and every 
for the common God. 1916: "a | _—_ | ww 
And I ſubmit it, if this Power of making Water Carriage ſeems. not to be founded in the Nature 
and Reaſon. of Things, even more ſtrongly than that of the Land Carriage, ſince the common Utility 
and Safety may be far more advanced and ſecured by ſuch Water High Roads, or Canals, than by 
the preſent Roads by Land; and ſince theſe Canals will fave a great Parr of the heavy Expences 5 
Labour, yearly beſtowed by every Country and Pariſh, in repairing their Land Roads, by greatly 
leſſening the Neceſſities of heavy Wheel Carriages, as well as the Loſſes ſuſtained in Arable and Paſture 
Land, daily ſpoiled by ſuch heavy Wheel Carriages. All which, joined with the infinite Advantages 
ariſing from the Cheapneſs and Convenience of Water Carriage, Fiſtings on the Canals, and ſaving 
vaſtly in the Articles of Labour and Expence of Men, Horſes and Oxen, employed in long heavy 
Carriages, Will, moſt certainly, much more than compenſate. the Value of the Acres cut thro' for the 
ſake of the ſaid Canals ; inſomuch that, I think, it may be juſtly concluded, that no Perſon jn Equity 
can (and no thinking publick- ſpirited Perſon will) ask any Conſideration, except when their Houſes, 
org other expenſive Policies, are greatly damaged; or when Perſons, who have but ſmall Properties, 
happet to have & conſiderable: Part of them cut thro': In which Caſe (and in all ſuch Caſes) every 
honeſt Judge and Jury would naturally order Compenſation. Neither is it to be doubted, but ever 
County and Pariſh, would readily afleis themſelves (prapertionably to their ſeveral Land Eſtates a 
Proſpects of Advantage from the ſaid Canals) towards defraying the Expences of all ſuch Accidents, 
as well as of all Sluices, Bridges of Communication, Flood-Gates, and Towing Gates, and Towing 


Paths, and all ſuch other Materials and Expences of Workmapſhip, Direction any Reparation, Sc. as 


would become nereſſiry; "+ 
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But, ſuppoſing ſuch publick-ſpirited Principles, Reaſons and Motives, wete to be Whelty ecplousd, 
in God) they are not, by the Generality of our People; and ſappoſing the Publick' were 
orced to y even the Summum Pretium, even the Length of \irty Years Purckaſe, ac 
cording to the preſent Rental and Value of all Acres, Houſes and Policies, ſo cut thro', and to be ar 
the ſole Charge of all the other Articles; and ſuppoſing we had no Army, or Militia, te | 
ſmall Addition of Pay, yet I undertake to make it evidently appear, that ſeveral 
* executed by the Publick, where a very ſmall] Toll would very ſoon do much 
more than repay and defray all ſuch and other neceſſary Expences 8 or, would not ſuch Liſts, Tables, 
| and Deſcriptions of each Country, publickly regiſtered as above-mentioned, enable the Parliament to 
what Toll were reaſonable and proportionable to the Expences in each Place? And might not 
| ck. be applied as Funds towards building Hoſpitals for nurſing 
and educating Foundlings and Orphans, and all incurable or diſtreſſed Perſons,” or for other ſuch truly 
pious Uſes? Or might they not be made ever one of the moſt conſiderable Helps towards Paying dif 
our Debts ? Or Funds for the Support and Encouragement of-our Seamen and Soldiers, and'their Fami- 
lies, in caſe of their Death, or being lamed and difabled in the Service of their Country? And might 
not our Seamen, and Army, or Militia, by being put upon ſome ſuch Regulation as the French $ca-. 
men and Swiſs Militia are, and bound only for a certain Number of Years, be encouraged to enter 
into the Service, without any Fear of being perpetually expoſed to ſerve per Force, or ſoon turn'd off 
ow any Hopes of due Conſideration, Recompence, or Proviſion, for themſelves, or their Fami- 
ies? 2 — £04 f unn , | 1 mon oy 48 
As to what regards the Propoſal of having our Coaſts, eſpecially our remote Highland Coaſts and 
Iſlands, c. guarded by deck d Boats, or Sloops, and other fiſhing Boats, under the Eye and Com- 
mand of ſtationed Ships of War, and the gaining and ſtrengthening the Hearts and Hands of their Inha-/ 
bitants, by giving them their Liberties, or (which is the ſame Thing) delivering them out of the 
Guns of all Slaveries, by abrogating or checking the hurtful Parts of the oppreſſive, heretable Juris. 
ictions in Scotland; I ſhall be more particular, becauſe 1 propoſe theſe Sloops (amongſt many other 
Advantages) as a Remedy againſt the faid Powers, while they are ſufferec to remain; which Powers 
are the very greateſt, and moſt dangerous, and, perhaps, the leaſt known and adverted to, State Evil 
of the Conſtitution of Great Britain; and becauſe I have had uncommon O of knowi | 
Particular miſerable State and "Circumſtances of thoſe Parts, and of the People ; which (by all poſſible 
State Tricks and Artifices) have been hitherto kept hid from the Knowledge of the Engliſh Part of the 
Kingdom, by thoſe whoſe Power and Strength conſiſts chiefly in the Uncertainty of the Execution of 
the Laws, and in the Diſunion, Idlenefs, and Slavery of their Fellow Citizens, and in ſetting up, or 
rather forcing, private Intereſts and Parties of their own, in Oppoſition to the common Good, by Num- 
bers of Followers, who are (by them) purpoſely ill educated, and rendered idle and hurtful,” and even 
dangerous to the State: For, by ſuch Powers, and Deeds of Entail, or Tailzies (as they are called in 
Scotland) the Owners or Poſſeſſors of ſome of them, or their F orefathers, have treaſonabſy procured 
other (by them called lawful) Powers, ſo conceived as to enable them, and their Poſterity, to be per- 


petual Tyrants and Plagues, ils me are pleaſed to call them) to the whole people 
and Government, as wel] as to | Improvement of the whole Iſland, with In unity; 
ſome of thoſe dangerous Po ei concei | as they pretend, ſo firmly eſtablitheg by 
(what they call) Scorch Law as to enable their Owners, and their F amilies and Followers, 
even to rebel againſt, and deſtroy all overnment, without the Riſque of forfeiting theic 
ſaid Powers, by which the pub al and hereditary Inſults and Rebellions, Qs. (m). 
In order, therefore, in ſome Meaſu Il rhe diſintereſted Part of Mankind of the great 
Force and univerſal Utility of | rds checking the bad Effects of thoſe Powers, and 
towards keeping the Peace, ing the People and Induſtry in thoſe Parts; and in order to 
ſhew how much a very ſmall checks the greateſt Powers by Land ; and that Liberty is 
the only ſure Baſis of true I. as well as of all fair and honeſt Induſtry; I do undertake, tho' I 


or Dependant, in all thoſe remote, 
mily Concerns do lye ; and tho? the 
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and my Partners and Adventurers in Minerals, Husbandry and F iſhings, and who thirſt after our Nabotb 
"Vineyards, and the Fruits of our Labour ; yer, provided the Parliament do give me and my Family. 
and our Heirs, with the Husbandmen, Miners, Fiſhermen, Manufacturers, and other uſeful and induſ 
trious Inhabitants within our ſaid Fr holds and Leaſeholds in Argyl-fpire, only that Meaſure of Li. 


berty, which, by the everlalting and paramount Laws of Nature, as well as by thoſe of Scotland 
(when rightly executed and interpreted) and, by the expreſs Articles of the Union, we, ai 
man, are entitled to aſk, and to have granted us; that our Lives, Liberties and pr 
ſubject to any of the ſaid heretable Juriſdictions, but only to the other ordina 
Courts of. Juſtice; and provided there be allowed by Parliament a Sum ſufficient to buy, 
Repair, two deck d Boats, Sloops, or Veſſels, of betwixt Twenty and Thirty Tons Burth 
Uo Couple of ſmall Boats to attend them, and to pay, cloath and arm a Company of One 
rines, and to maintain and pay Two Surveyors; with Two Sets of proper ſurveyin 
the Direction and Command of proper Officers (either Engliſhmen, or other: Perſons di 
] Et plerunque Præmia habent, immo his prodeſt peccavife. MM % 10 
(») There is an expreſs Act of Parliament in Scotland, made Anno 1 $92, in Favour of all Miners, and a 
Courts in every Shire or County independant of theſe heretable Courts, &c. tho' not duly printed or pub] 


Execution, as it ought, Likewiſe, there are man Acts in Favour of Fiſhermen, and of our Fiſhings fu 
abuſed, and rendered vain and ineffectual, TY _— r Fiſhings ſuffered 
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Frauds and Delays of Juſtice, and want of due Protection from 
of the Laws; and whoſe parti 


a te} See the Map of Argyleſhire, and p. 24, &c. of the Papers dedicated to Sir Robert Walpole, 


thoſe Parts) having proper Commiſſions of the Peace, independant of the ſaid heretable Powers and 
Juriſdictions, empowering them to Purſue, apprehend, and commit all Thieves and Breakers of the 
Peace (who, to eſcape Puniſhment, commonly fly from one heretable Judge, or Lord Marcher's Ju- 
riſdictions, into thoſe. of another) and to proſecute and try ſuch Crimina 
Aſſizes ; I undertake (I fay ) that they ſhall not only keep the Peace in all thoſe vaſtly wide and large 
Coaſts and Bounds of the Countries ad Iſlands of Arg 1 e, (0) where my Family Freehold and 
Leaſchold Eſtates aforeſaid are ſituated, and make ſuch accurate od fo as above mentioned, of 
all thoſe weſtern Iſles and Countries, but that I and my Family ſhall armual make it appear to the Par- 
lament, by ſuch Liſts, Properly vouched as above, that the 1 mprovements made, under their Pro- 
tection, on the Husbandry, Mines, and Fiſhings of thoſe Parts, ſhall vaſtly more than make up to 
the Publick the Expence of this Eſtabliſhment, that is to fa » ſhall, in a few Years time, add to the 
preſent Number of Inhabitants, ſeveral Hundreds of uſeful Pitten, Husbandmen, Miners and Manu- 
facturers, ſo as even to double the preſent Number of Inhabitants upon my ſaid Family Eſtate. 
Now, ſince, by the Table, entitled, The Anatomy of Ardnamurchan, which I laid before both 
Houſes, it appears, , that there were, in the Year 1722 (when J firſt undertook my Mineral Projects 
in that Country) no leſs than Thirteen. hundred and ity Meg Inhabitants in that Barony alone; 
amongſt all which, there was not ſo much as one uſeful Mechanick or Manufacturer of any kind 3 
and ſince I do undertake, in a few Vears time (notwithſtanding the Diſadvantages of my having no Clann 
or Followers, Sh to add to the Number, at leaſt, as many more uſeful Huſbandmen, Fiſhermen, 
Miners, Mechanic 5, and Manufacturers, who will likewiſe naturally encourage and breed all the 
Neighbourhood to emulate and follow their i Ou: | 
bour muſt add conſiderably to the Revenue of the Crown, as well as to the true Strength” and Riches 
of the Nation ; I therefore ſubmit it to the Wiſdom of the Nation; if what I aſk be not for the 
Publick Intereſt; and if ſuch an Increaſe of uſeful and induſtrious Inhabizants, eſpecially in a Part of 
our Country where they are ſo much wanted, will not much more than'overballance che Expence of 
the propoſed Eſtabliſhment. .. | o e en 2d 
And I further ſubmit it to the Wiſdom of the Nation, to conſider” how much more all the reſt of 
the vaſt Bounds. of Inveraray, or Argyleſhire, which is, at leaſt, one full eighth Part of all Scotland, as 
well as all the other wide Highland Countries and Iſlands, might be proportionably improved by extri- 
cating the Inhabitants out of their preſent ſlaviſh Dependencies, which are the only 'Cauſes of their 
ountry's being, in many Places, little better than Deſarts, and not at all cultivated, becauſe they 
have no ſecure Poſſeſſion, or Security, to reap the Fruits of their Induſtry, which would therefore be 
vain to attempt, in a Country thus left without all good Law and Liberty, and ſubject to Olygarthick 
I ſubmit jr alſo to be conſidered, if a few more ſuch loops and fiſhing Boats, under the Eye and Pro- 
tection of a few Ships of War, to be Kept conſtantly cruiling and fiſhing upon our faid remote 
Iſlands and Coaſts, would not eaſil and univerſally increaſe our Induſtry and Trade, and Numbers 
of the moſt valuable and uſeful of al Subjects (I mean our Seamen) ahd likewiſe prevent all hurtful 


Exportations of Wool, and running of contraband Goods, and other unfair and hurtful Runnings 


and Smugglings, which are common | ny | 55 

And ] doubt not but that I ſhall be likewiſe able to ſhew a ſatisfying Method how: all Attempts 
of foreign Powers, or of domeſtick powerful Factions, on all, or any, of the faid Inlands and Pe- 
ninſula's, may be effectually prevented. bo | ca | 
But, tho' I have thus, (according to my Duty) hinted at a further Explanation of ſome Things, 
which, in my former Papers, I humbly propoſed for the common Good and Safety of Great Britain, 


to the Country, as well as to our Creditors, Partners, Work men and Servants, Who have ſuffered by 


Oppreſſion and want of due Protection in thoſe Parts; yet Jam not Ignorant, that it is our Duty to 


. 


ſubmit to whatever other Methods the ſupreme Wiſdom of the Nation ſhall approve of to protect 


Us, and to keep the Peace in thoſe remote Highland Parts, and to compenſate the great Loſſes and 


Oppreſſions, wil ful Robberies, Fire- raiſings, and 
other Püchs of the Peace, and by the undue and cruel Iniquities, and wilful and . baſe Tricks, 
nd wan thoſe entruſted with the Execution 
cular Duty and Province it was, above all others, to have protected 
Family, Partners and Servants, Sc. from ſuch open and notorious ( Oppreſſions, 


me and. my 


whilſt we have been ow, theſe Sixteen Years, conſtantly beſtowing our Time and Labour, and vaſt 
Sums of Money, in employing 


* 


1any poor People, and ſhewing the reſt of the People, in thoſe Parts, 


- 


the Methods of greatly improving all thoſe hitherto neglected, and almoſt Deſart Parts of our Country : 


Only for the further Information and Satisfaction of all fuch as are kept Strangers to the miſerable 


State of al! Scotland, but eſpecially of all thoſe Highland Parts of it; and to the evil and dangerous 
| Nature and, Conſequences of the faid heretable Juriſdictions (or little Kingſhips) or Regalities, or 
Royalties, as they. are commonly called, 1 find ir abſolutely nr! | bow further, -in a ſhort and 


monſtration, that as it is im- 


= - 


Poſſible for me or my F amily and Partners, Workmen and Servants, '&+. or for any other Perſons or 
Famihjes in. Britain, "who Hive not Juriſdictions and great Clanns or Follow ings of their own, inde- 
pendent of the aid heretable Juſticiary, Sheriff, Regality, Commiſſariot, Aſſize- Herring Fiſhing, 


147 


„and“ dmiralty Courts, Sc. (as they are named) to carry on any ſort of uſeful Branch of Trade or 
Indy ryz,.cither by Sea or Land, within the ſaid Shire of Inveraray, or in any other of the Highland 
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ET 
and Iſand Parts, within the Juriſdictions of the vaſt (2) Dukedom of Ale, without ſome ich 
Helps from the Publick, as I have propoſed 3 fo I likewiſe undertake to prove, that it is not even 


Poſſible for the ſupreme Authority and Wiſdom of this, or any other Nation or Government, effectu- 
ally, or even, tollerably to ſettle and ſecure the Peace, prevent 1 Attempts and domeſtick Idleneſs, 
t 


Thefts and Breaches of the Peace, or to improve the Induſtry o hoſe and the other Highlands an/1 
Iſlands of Scotland, without aboliſhing and checking the hurtful Parts of theſe exceeding great, dan- 
gerous and oppreſſive, private heretable Juriſdictions. And as I am confident, that what I have to 
offer concerning the evil Nature and Conſequences of thoſe Powers, will ſatisfy all thinking and im- 
partial Perſons of even the ahſolute Neceſſity of ſame ſuch extraordinary Aſſiſtance from the Publick, 
for protecting me and my Family and Partners, and others employ'd in carrying on the Mines and 
other valuable Works of Induſtry and Improvement in thoſe Parts, againft the almoſt conſtant Thefts 
and Breaches of the Peace of the Inhabitants, who are inſtigated by the Poſſefors of theſe Powers; 
ſo it is obvious, that theſe Officers will ſerve as Checks upon all ſuch feudal or military, ſubordinate, 
executive Powers, while they are ſuffered to remain; and, tis certain, the ſupreme Authority can 
never be too watchful over them, eſpecially in thoſe remote, ſtrong Parts; and, therefore, it is, 
probably, that we ſee in France they have always double Officers in every 1 * Regiment, Sc. 
beſides, this would be a good and proper Province and Employment for all Half, pay Officers, Sc. 
I ſhall ſuſpend anſwering ſeveral Objections I have heard whiſpered againſt my Propoſals, until they 
be fairly and openly made; only it becomes neceſſary for me to anſwer the following ones, which 
have been calculated (as far as my Oppreſſors could) to prepoſſeſs the Minds of Mankind agaiuſt 
having any Regard, or giving any Attention, to what I have propoſed, and againſt giving me any 
Hearing before the Parliament. | | . | 


I. They ſay, That it is not credible that all Scotland ſhould be in a State of ſuch Oppreſſion (as I 
have repreſented) in Conſequence of theſe heretable Powers, ſince I am the only Perſon who complains; 
and, That this is a Proof of that ſingular frantick and obſtinate Temper, Sc. wherewith my 
Oppreſſors have, theſe many Years, publickly and privately charged me. 82 

II. That, as ſome private Misfortunes have hurt my Judgment, ſo nothing can prove this more 
than many the odd and ſingular Things I have propoſed, contrary to the univerfal Experience and com- 
mon Senſe of Mankind, as they are pleaſed to expreſs it. Beſides (ſay they) the Irregularity of the 
Method, and Oddneſs of the Stile, further proves this to be the Cate. n hat Lela 
III. That it is the higheſt Arrogance and Weakneſs in me, to think, that I have found out, in 
relation to the Structure of the Earth, c. what has eſcaped the Eyes and Experience of all the 
reſt of Mankind. Have they not Eyes as well as 1? And, who but an inſolent Man, or a 
Madman, would ſo long poſitively, as (ſay they) I have maintain'd Things, which they, nor no- body 
elſe, does believe, or think poſſible, to be put in Execution? nnn «© 0 
IV. That ſuppoſing I was in the Right; yet, ſince I am bnglc in what I propoſe, it is an unbe- 
coming Forwardneſs and Inſolence in me, to venture to lay my ill-digefted and weak Thoughts befare 
ſo auguſt an Aſſembly as a Britiſb Parliament, without having ſo much as had the common Senſe 
and Diſcretion of aſking any other Perſon's Advice. ag en 
V. Thar, ſuppoſing it were true, that I and my Country had ben ever ſo much oppreſſed in Scotland, 
why do not I openly and fairly name and accule my Oppreſſors, and the Oppreſſors of my Country? 
And, That I dare not accuſe and name them, for fear of failing in Proofs. n 

VI. Why do not J firſt complain in ordinary Courſe of Law, before the Courts of Juftice in 
Scotland. * 3 | OM 

VIE. Is not the Law open in Scotland to all Men equally, as well as in England ? 

VIII. May not every Perſon have as fair a Trial there as in England? | | 

IX. Suppoſing I, or any Perſon, is wronged by any Sentence there, may we not Appeal to the 
Juſtice and Impartiality of the Right Honourable the Houſe of Peers??? | 

X. How ridiculqus, and what a Proof of Weakneſs and Madneſs is it to expect, that both Houſes 
of Parliament will regard ſuch an irregular, ſingle, private Complaint, or any Propoſals not ſeconded 
by any one Perſon? | N W F 

XI. That all my Projects and Propoſals are plainly ſelfiſh, and calculated to advance my own 
private Intereſt ; and that I only pretend a Zeal for my Country, to be rewarded for what I call my 
new and uſeful Diſcoveries, and to be revenged of thoſe I call my Oppreſſors, Cc. while to others, 
they ſay, that I am hunting a Wild Gooſe Chaſe after that Phantom (as they wickedly call) 
publick Spirit, and after what I weakly imagine the good of my Country, neglecting that Care and 
Duty, which (in their wicked Opinion) I owe to my own Intereſt, and the Preſervation of myſelf 
and Family, preferable to that of my Country. 1 . W 

XII. But finally (ſay they) upkoboß that all he ſays were true, and that he and all Scotland were 
thus oppreſſed; and that all his Propoſals and chimerical Projects were really ſolid, uſeful and ptac- 


ticable; yet it is an improper Time to make ſuch vaſt Alterations and dangerous Innovations, as they 
are pleaſed to expreſs themſelves; and to lay out ſuch vaſt Sums of Money on ſuch exceedingly 
expenſive and ridiculous Projects, ſuch as Ten Thouſand Miles of Canals, Sc. at a Time when 
the Nation is not only already involved in vaſt Debts, but engaged in e xpenſive Armaments, c. 
What reaſonable Perſon (ſay, they), would expect this? Or, that any wiſe Miniſters Aegeghrz⸗ or 
Adminiſtration, will ſo much as. liſten to ſuch dangerous Innovations and expenſive Projects? or 
draw upon themſelves the Reſentment of ſuch exceeding, powerful and dangerous Fraternities poſſeſ- 
ſed of ſuch vaſt Territories, Juriſdictions, Dominions, &c. All which Objections, they now pretend, 
1 i ha] F e e 4-1 Þ 4 0 ought 
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ought to have the greater Force, ſince War hath been actually declared againſt Spain, which muſt 
encreaſe our yearly national Expence. | 


From theſe, and the like Suggeſtions, they pretend juſtly to conclude, that it is not worth their 
while to make any Reply to what I have advanced in my Papers ; but, that the beſt Way to uſe Fools, 
and ſuch fooliſh Complaints and Propoſals, is ro deſpiſe them, and not to anſwer them at all. Whilſt, 
nevertheleſs, they privately and maliciouſly have employ*'d their hireling Scriblers and Partizans in 
Scotland, to write and ſpread among the People ſuch poiſonous Treatiſes and Maxims, as may ſerve to 
Juſtify their wicked Power, and turn what I have propoſed into Ridicule, as ſhall be made clearly 
appear, if required. | | 

Bur, at preſent, 1 hope, the following general Anſwers will be judged ſufficient to all the above- 
mentioned private Suggeſt ions, until ſome of them ſhall fairly venture, publickly, to put their Names 
to thoſe, and what other Objections they have thus hitherto unfairly and feloniouſly advanced in 
the Dark, viz. | 


I. That I do neither impiouſly nor arrogantly pretend to any Superiority of Underſtanding, be- 
cauſe of my having happened to find out, or diſcover, any new and unobſerved uſeful Expedients : On 
the contrary, I think it my Duty (beſides what I have already faid) thus publickly to acknowledge, 
that | am very ſenſible, that (under Gop) I do owe any uncommon Meaſure of Attention, Applica- 
tion and Obſervation, that I have beſtowed on theſe, or any other, uſeful Subjects, to thoſe very 
Afflictions of my Liſe, which my Oppreſſors did originally occaſion, and have, all along, cruelly 
continued: And I am ready to make it appear, that thoſe very Calumnies and Oppreſſions, which 
my ſeveral diſnatur'd Fellow Citizens have, from Time to Time, maliciouſly intended for my Deſtruc- 
tion, have produced quite contrary Effects, and become the very Means by which I have been en- 
abled and incited to attempt and execute what I have done for the common Good of my Country, 
by being leſs involved in the common Diverſions and Pleaſures of the World; and, conſequently, 
more at Leiſure to apply my Thoughts and Time towards thoſe uſeful and truly laudable, publick- 
ſpirited Ends and Purpoſes, than, very probably, I would otherwiſe have been, 

For I am ſo far from arrogating to myſelf any ſuch Superiority of Genius, that I am ready and 
willing to give very natural and probable Reaſons, how I happened to ſtand fairer than moſt other 
People, to be the firſt Diſcoverer and Publiſher of ſeveral Things relating to the Theory of the 
Earth and Minerals, and concerning the particular State of the Soil and Government of Scotland, 
and other Subjects hinted at in my Papers; which (amongſt other uſeful Things) will ſhew, that 
there was no extraordinary Meaſure, either of Judgment or Genius, requiſite in all, or any, of the 
Things I have obſerved, but only an honeſt and warm Heart, and a cloſe Application, and laudable 
Ambition and Deſire to be uſeful to Mankind and my Country. | 

II. That I am able to clear myſelf of all immoderate Selfiſhneſs and Reſentment ; and, as I have 
aſked nothing but what is the Right of every Subject to aſk in the like Caſes, eſpecially, conſider- 
ing my Circumſtances occaſioned by Oppreſſion; ſo I am ready to demonſtrate, that if I had been 
either immoderately ſelfiſh, or revengeful in my Nature, that is, if I did not prefer having the 
Honour to benefit my Country to all Advantages, or mean-ſpirited Revenge, I did not want ſeveral 
Methods and Opportunities of raiſing my Fortune, and getting myſelf ſupported, in ſpight of all my 
Oppreſſors; and, I can clearly demonſtrate, or rather, indeed, it will appear ſelf-evident, that I 
have had, and now have, ſeveral obvious Methods of raiſing my Fortune, by making many ad- 
vantageous Bargains, both at home and abroad, as hinted at in Page 8, if I did not think ir 
my Duty, as well as my true Honour and Intereſt, to give all my Fellow Citizens- fair and equal 
Warning, and firſt, to attempt all I can to do good to my Country, and to truſt to their Graxicode ; 
but, in all Events, to poſtpone all other private Views, to this firſt of all ſocial Duties; tho' I 
am not unſenſible how many have ruined themſelves and their Families, by doing Good to their 
Country, without meeting with any Reward ; neither would I have ſpoke my Mind fo freely againſt : 
all Monopolies and Companies and Fraternities of excluſive Powers and Privileges, if I had not been 
(as I {till am) determined to owe Obligations only to the publick Juſtice of my Country, and to the 
publick-ſpirited Part of Mankind. | | 

III. That, ſuppoſing my Misfortunes had ever ſo deeply affected me, and hurt my Spirits, ſo as 
to render me unable to expreſs my Grievances and Propoſals diſtinctly, and in due Form Muſt, 
therefore, every Perſon who is not an Orator, or an accurate Writer, be oppreſſed? Beſides, are 
there not many good Mechanicks, Manufacturers and Huſbandmen, and People of all Profeſſions, 
even Generals and Stateſmen, who cannot expreſs, properly, what they put in Practice? And is it per- 
mitted ? Is it lawful, and is it not the very Height of Barbarity in my Oppreſſors, to have tortured me, as 
I can prove they did, by their ſeveral Oppreſſions, and then to have called me Madman, while I ſuffered 
lo long in Silence? And now to continue their ſaid Calumnies, becauſe I complain, after I and my 
Family have not only been kept by them ſo many Years in the conſtant Tortures of their publick 
and private Calumnies and Oppreſſions ; but, when I ſee, even the Liberty and Safety of my Country, 
as well as of my Family, at Stake: And muſt I be blamed for attempting Self-Defence, and the 
Defence of my Country, by.myſelf, becauſe none of my Countrymen in Scotland, who, from Time 
to Time, have had it in their Power, have had the Charity to help and protect us? But, as the 
Reaſon why they declined, or were afraid to help me or their Country, will partly appear from what 
follows; ſo the true Reafon that I have been abuſed and called an unpracticable and whimfſteal 
Madman, was, and ftill is, becauſe I never would, and (thro* the Strength of Gop) never will, 
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[ 74 ] 
meanly and baſely engage to be a blind and paſſive obedient Tool and Follower of any of the 
Patrons or Partizans of any one Party or Faction whatſoever. | 

IV. As I am ready, upon my higheſt Peril, to make good what I have advanced in this and my 
other Papers; ſo I am ready to name and accuſe my Oppreſlors, and the Oppreſſors of their 
Country, before the Parliament, and. to prove them to be {uch; and to be wilful and ſelf-conſcious 
Oppreſſors and Calumniators, and Enemies to all good Law, Order, Government, and Society. 

V. That I am ready to give ſatisfy ing Reaſons why I have hitherto delayed publick Proſecutions, 
and why I cannot name, or accuſe, ſome of my Oppreſſors before any Courts, except that of the 
Parliament. | | 

VI. That 1 am ready to prove, that the Judges of no other Court, but thoſe of Parliament, are 
competent Judges of ſeveral publick and private Grievances and Oppreſſions, which I am able to 
charge my laid Oppreſſors with. 

VII. That it is not in the Power of any Sett of Judges in Scotland ( tho? they were willing) 
either to try, or redreſs and remedy ſeveral of the pablick and private Grievances and Oppreſſions 
of which J complain. | 

VIII. That the Law is not open in Scotland; but, on the contrary, is kept, as much as poſſible, 
hid, and rendered doubtful, precarious, uncertain and vain, not only by the frequent groſly iniquitous 
Proceedings and Sentences, but by the ſlow, ſure and moſt dangerous of all non-natural State Poiſons, 
viz. the criminal, wilful and fraudulent Omiſſions, Delays, Neglects and Miſinterpretations, and 
various State Tricks, of thoſe entruſted with the ſubord inate Execution of the Laws and Government 
of Scotland. And finally 1 undertake to prove, that I have no other poſſible Remedy for my own, 
and the common Grievances of my Country, but this of humbly applying to the Parliament : In this, 
the beſt, Way 1 can contrive, until ſome charitable Perſons, known in the Laws and Forms of ſuch 
parliamentary Petitions, ſhall be ſo good as to aſſiſt me in Points of Law and Form: And, 
therefore, ſince I bave no other Remedy, I have all the Reaſon in the World to be confident, that 
the Juſtice of Parliament will not leave me, and my Country, without Remedy : For, ſuppoſing that 
the Form of our preſent Trials in Scotland, were as juſtly and equitably eſtabliſhed as thoſe in England, 
or as our ancient Ways of Scoteb Trials, by Juries, were; which, however, no honeſt Man, who 
underſtands any thing of ſuch Affairs, will ſo much as pretend; nay, ſuppoſing the Laws and Forms 
of Scotland were as perfect as the Laws of God and Nature, and that they were, with their Principles, 
Definitions and Diſt inctions, as fairly publiſhed, and made known to all Perſons, as the ought, yer 
what do the beſt and cleareſt Laws and Forms of Juſtice ſerve for, when they are rendered vain by 
an undue, partial and corrupt Execution? Quid leges fine Moribus Vane proficiunt * When even the 
moſt expreſs Laws and As of Parliament are perverted, and ſuffered to be perverted 3 and when the 
very fundamental Principles, Definitions and Diſtinctions of our ſaid Laws and natural Rights, Liberties 
and Properties, made for the Support of the common Good and Induſtry of the Country, and 
eſtabliſhed by the plaineſt Acts of Parliament, are ſuffered to be publickly violated, affronted, and 
called in Queſtion, and trampled upon for Years together, without the leaſt Cenſure, or Juſt Puniſh- 
ment, even by, and in the Preſence of thoſe very Perſons who are particularly appointed and en- 
truſted (by the Sovereign Authority) to be their publick Defenders and Guardians; which 1 under- 


take to prove 1s the Caſe in Scotland. 


Beſides, what equal or impartial E xecution, Publication, Diſpatch, or Explanation of the Laws, 
or Diſtribution of Juſtice, can be expected, when one and all of the Judges, Jurymen, and Witneſſes, 
without Exception, are evidently under a conſtant and perpetual Temptation, (r) to have their Free- 
wills biaſſed and rendered partial, through tne ſtrongeſt of all Paſſions, Deſires and Temptations, thoſe 
of Fear, Power, Self-Intereſt, and Self-Preſervation, or the Preſervation of their neareſt Relations and 
Friends? For, I undertake, on Peril of my Life, and even of my Reputation (which 1s far dearer 
to Every honeſt Man, than his Life) evidently to prove, that there neither is, nor poſſibly can be, ſo 
much as any one Judge, Officer, Juryman, or Witneſs, civil, military, or eccleſiaſtick, in all 
Scotland, who is a Scotchman born, of any Note or Family, who is not daily tempted (and ſtrongly 
tempted) either to fear, or to favour, ſome one or other private Faction or Tyranny,and to be conſequent- 
ly acceſſory to, and Aiders and Abettors of, Faction and Tyranny, by being either deeply ſelf-intereſted 
in ſome one or other of thoſe Heretable Powers, and Creatures, and Dependents, upon ſome one or 
other great Heretable Judge or Judicatory 3 or (which is much the ſame Thing) whoſe Lives, Liber- 
ties and Properties, or the Lives, Liberties and Properties of ſome of their very neareſt and beſt 
Friends and Relations, do not depend upon the abſolute Will, and Power, and Influence of ſome one 
or other of thoſe more than kingly and tyrannical, heretable Juriſdictions, and even upon the Wills 
and Influence of the Deputes and Subſtitutes of thoſe heretable Judges: Which Deputes and Sub- 
ſtitutes are always their abſolute Creatures; and to that ſhameful Degree, that ſome of them have been 
Known to have had no better or more liberal Education or Merit, than that of having been menial 
Servants and Livery men to ſome of the ſaid heretable Judges, or their Favorites. And muſt not this 
ſtrike all Engliſþ Gentlemen, and all other honeſt Men, and Lovers of equal Laws and Liberties, with 
Horror and Surprize, that it ſhould thus be in the Power of ſuch Judges (or, indeed, in the Power 
of any Judge) to name and ſummon all Juries, and examine all Witneſles 3 and, finally, to have the 
ſole Power of Life and Death, and Forfciture over all manner of Scotiſo or Engliſh Commoners, and 
even over all ſuch of the Sons of Engliſh Peers, who may happen to have the Misfortune to be within 
ſuch. Juriſdictons, or who may happen any way to diſoblige, or, in Self-defence, to kill any of the 
Dependents of ſuch heretable Judges, who may have been, perhaps, purpoſely incited, firſt ro break 

| | the 
(r) Juſticia eſt conſtans & perpetua libera voluntas Jus ſuum cuique tribuendi. 


15 J 
the Peace, and to affront and provoke them to a Juſt Self defence 5 For thoſe heretable Judges, and thoſe 
their Deputes and Subſtitutes, are ſole Judges of every thing relating to all Trials; nor is there any 
Appeal from them to any other Judicatory whatſoever, in criminal Matters. And (amongſt other 
terrible Encroachments upon our ancient excellent Laws (5) in Scotland) there is ſeldome, or never, any 
Diſt inction made, by thoſe Executioners of our Laws, betwixt a vile, premeditated and felonious Mur- 
der, and an honourable and dutiful Self defence: And how, indeed, can it be expected there ſhould 
be any Diſtinction made by ſuch Judges, conſidering that they are deeply, intereſted in all and every 
Cauſe which comes before them? Inſomuch that, in all Cauſes, civil and criminal, they have the 
ſole and excluſive Right to all, or by far the greateſt Part of all, Fines, Forfeitures, and Eſcheats of 
all ſuch unhappy Perſons as are forced to have Trials before them : And which Trials it is not poſſible 
frequently to ſhun, by reaſon of the many Thefts and Breaches of the Peace, vexatious Law Suits, and 
other various Artifices of the Dependents of thoſe Courts, who are inſtigated and encouraged to all 
ſuch evil Practices, purpoſely to bring Profit to the Judges and Officers, Sc. of the ſaid Courts, who 
generally have no other Eſtabliſhment, or Fund, for their Subſiſtance, except what is thus made to 
ariſe from the continual Thefts, private Quarrels and Troubles, and other Miſeries of the People. 
Theſe, and many other ſuch monſtrous: private Evils, are but the leaſt Part of the Dangers of 
thoſe Heretable Powers, when compared with their more publick evil Conſequences, as (if neceſlary) 
ſhall be more fully ſnewed: But, at preſent, ! ſhall only beg leave to appeal, in a general Manner, 
to the Conſciences of every good Magiſtrate, Senator and Judge, what vaſt dangerous and univerſal 
Influence the different Poſſe Comitatus's of ſuch a powerful Fraternity, as that of all the heretable 
Judges, and their numerous tyrannical, civil, ecclefiaſtick, and criminal Courts and Judicatories, which 
(like the olygarthick Hydra, with few Heads and many Tails, are link'd together by the powerful 
Temptation and Motive of common Self. Intereſt, et Commodum Curiurum) muſt naturally and unavoid- 
ably produce upon all the Branches of Law and Government, eſpecially in ſo ſmall a Country as 
Scotland is, or rather, in a Country, the far greateſt Part of which, is rendered poor, idle and thinly 
inhabited, by their private hereditary I'yranny * Muſt not this affect, influence and corrupt every 
Branch of the ſubordinate Execution of the Law, and civil, military and eccleſiaſtick Adminiſtration 
in Scotland? and muſt not this Corruption, of ſo conſiderable a Part of Great Britain, even ſenſibly 


and evidently endanger an univerſal undue Influence, Contagion and Corruption, in our whole now 


united and incorporated Body Politick ? For, let it only be fairly and impartially conſidered, who are 
the Perſons who recommend and introduce all our other Scotch Judges, Juſtices, Commiſſioners, Offi- 
cers and Miniſters, civil, military and eccleſiaſtick, to the Crown and the Miniſtry. And what Elec- 
tion can be ſo much as hoped for to be truly free? What righteous Judgments ? What fair Trial? 
What impartial Examination of Witneſſes? And what true Loyalty, and unbiaſſed Love, for the 
true Intereſt of the Crown, and Liberty and Induſtry of the people (which are always inſeparable) 
can be expected from the Generality of an unhappy Body of People, thus miſerably and univerſally 


ſubjected to the abſoluꝭe Wills, Powers, Influence and private Family factious Intereſts of a few Perſons, 
poſſeſſed of ſuch diſnarur'd, and more than kingly, Powers? 

Which Powers it is even highly criminal, in ſuch as are Judges of their Nature and Conſequences, 
to ask, exerce or defend, becauſe they are in their very Nature and Conſequence, mala in ſe, and con- 
trary to all good Law and Government whatſoever, having been firſt introduced by plain Force and 
Violence, when the then barbarous and heatheniſh Danes and Norvegians had over-run, and almoſt to- 
rally enſlaved, the whole Inland; when (as the Book of Litchfield obſerves) Sopitum erat in Regno jus: 
S quando Leges & Conſuetudines Antique Sopitæ; quando prava violuntas & violentia magis regnabant quam 
Judlicia vel Fuſticia. And which Powers were afterwards either extorted by the Force and Violence, 
or by the Frauds and Flattery, of Faction, from our impoſed upon, or diſtreſſed, Kings and Queens 
of Scotland, either during their Nonages, or the Rebellions of their Sudjects, or during foreign Inva- 
ſions, or domeſtick Troubles and Inroads; and have been ſince, from Time to Time, revived by 
Faction, contrary to a continued Series of the unrepealed Acts and Declarations of almoſt one and all 
of the Scotch Monarchs and Parliaments, declaring them to be intollerable Grievances, never to be 
revived. And as they were eſteemed ſuch dangerous Temptations, even in the Hands of our Brir(þ 
Monarchs, that they dropp'd them ; ſo they are infinitely more dangerous and tyrannical (both in 
Times and Matters of War and Peace) in the Hands of the preſent Olygarchy, i. e. in the Hand of 
a few, than they were formerly, when equally divided betwixt the Crown and all the Barons eccleſi- 
aſtick and civil of the INand, as ſhall be clearly demonſtrated. I ſhall, at preſent, only further, in 
general, beg every Senator to reflect, with juſt Horror, what diſmal Conſequences, and what conti- 
ndal Troubles, and what a dangerous Weight and Influence theſe Powers once had, and produced, 
upon the Peace, Liberties and Induſtry of all England; how all Wales, and all the other Counties Pa- 
latine, were little better than Deſarts, while curs'd with theſe Powers; and how much their Removal 
immediately extended the Peace, Trade and Induſtry of thoſe Parts of the Iſland : And alſo, that it 
may be conſidered what a dangerous Influence they muſt have, or (which is much the ſame Thing) 
may eaſily have, ſome time or other, upon one and all of our Scotch Elections; upon no leſs than 
Forty - five Voices in the Houſe of Commons, and Sixteen in the Houſe of Peers; which is a Conſide- 
ration the more terrible, that it is well Known to all Men, that ſeveral Queſtions, deeply concerning 
even the Fate of the 1 iberties and Trade of Britain, have depended upon the Ballance of a far leſs 
Number of Voices: In ſuch a Caſe, therefore, may not 1 fay, in the Words of Tacitus, and Pliny 
the Conſul, Nonne pax foro reddenda ? Nonne hoc inteſtinum malum xſcindendum & cavendum, ne Civitas 
legibus fundata, ſit legibus everſa? Or (which is the ſa me Thing) Ne Juf1c1a Fudiciis, & leges Delatorut 
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interpretationibus everteniur ? Or, as our Exgliſb Verſion renders this Place of Puny's Panegyrick upon 
Trajan, As you had before reformed the Camp, ſo now you dy Jag the Courts : You lopp'd away 
« this Gangrene of the State, and took proper Precaution to fave Rome, that was really founded 
« and eftabliſhed by good and ſolid Laws, from being ruined and undone by the falſe Colours and 
« ſpecious Pretexts of Law.” 

So that, tho' I had nothing more to add againſt thoſe wicked Powers, than what I have already 
hinted, I ſubmit to the pubfick Wiſdom of the Nation, if any Lovers of their Country can juſtly 
blame me for thus complaining and crying out to the ſupreme Authority of the Nation, for Relief 
againſt ſuch extreamly dangerous, univerſal Evils, by which the Safety of all Britain is as deeply 
affected as my own, and the natural and legal Rights and Liberties of my Fellow Citizens in Scotlaud? 
And ought not all ſuch of the Scotch Lawyers, who knew the wicked Nature and Conſequences of 
theſe Powers, and who are far more able than I to expreſs and duly repreſent them, be aſhamed 
that they have not ſooner complained and ſeconded my honeſt (however weak) Endeavours hitherto ? 
And is it not highly criminal, as well as ſhameful, that ſuch wicked and dangerous Powers, ſo in- 
conſiſtent with the Rights of the Crown, and Freedom of both Houſes of Parliament, and the Union 
and equal Liberty of the Subject, ſhould have been fo long permitted to be induſtriouſly palliated, 
and ſkreened from the Generality of the Exgliſb Nation? Should not ſuch a dangerous and infectious 
Britiſh State Plague and Grievance, be thus made known to them? And ſhould not the Generalicy 
of the whole oppreſſed Freeholders and Commonality in the Highlands of Scotland (who are — in 
Slavery and Ignorance, and taught, from their Infantcy, to worſhip their Tyrants, as the poor Indians 
do the Devil, for Fear, and who are habituated to believe, that it is their Duty, as implicitely to 
obey aud execute the Wills and Commands of their Lords, as the Subjects of the ancient Seigneur 
Montaigne were taught to do) be made to diſcover their Blindneſs and Error; and that it is their Duty 
to hate all Tyrants, or (which is the ſame Thing) to be in Love with the beautiful Light of 
publick Spirit and Liberty, to which all Mankind naturally, as well as we in Scotland, are legally en- 
titled? Should they not be made to know, that all Erngliþ and Brityþ Parliaments do freely allow 
of ſuch Addrefles, and do even expect and encourage them; and do, therefore, appoint particular 
ſtanding Committees for Hearing all ſuch Complaints of Grievances, and Addreſſes, and Propoſals 
for the common Good and Liberty? Should they not be made to know, that they do eſteem the 
Receiving and Hearing of Grievances, as a great Part of their Buſineſs 3 and that, to redreſs them, 
and preſerve and extend Liberty, and to depreſs all Tyranny, is their greateſt Glory ? But this can- 
not be done or expe.*ed, until they be made acquainted with the Grievances of their Fellow Citizens; 
until their miſerable Caſe be Jaid befare them, and fairly ſtated for their Conſideration, as Mr. Moli- 
neux, in his Caſe of Ireland, obſerves; nor can it be doubted, without uncharitably judging, that a 
Britiſh King and Parliament will do by us in Scotland, as good King Edward and his Parliament did 
by their oppreſſed Engi/h Fellow Citizens; and as King Henry VIII. did by the oppreſſed Welch, 
when they repealed all ſuch hurtful Remains of thoſe wicked and heatheniſh Lordaniſh Innovations 
and Encroachments on their natural Rights and Liberties, as were then complained of, and (as the 
abovementioned Book (7) of Litchfield expreſſes it) King Edward the Confeſſor did awaken, repair, 
adorn and confirm our ancient Britiſh Laws (which were founded on the Laws of God and Nature, and 
the excellent and equal Laws of the ancient Roman Common- Wealth) by which we had been Four 
hundred Years ruled, before we were curſed with theſe Hlagella Dei of Gothick heatheniſh Laws and 
Invaſions, and Lordaniſh Governments, which were manifeſt, deviliſh Innovations and Encroach- 
ments on the everlaſting Laws of God and Nature, and the ancient Laws and Cuſtoms of Britain. 

But the Patrons, Advocates, and other Creatures and Dependents of thoſe wicked Powers, know- 
ing all this to be true, and fearing a fair and open Trial, are, therefore, glad to have Recourſe to 
whiſpering ſelt-contradiftory Lies and Calumnies, and other baſe Evaſions, low Artifices, and Left- 
handed Cunning of Faction. | | 

To ſome they pretend, that they are ignorant of thoſe Facts: That they have Reaſon to believe, 
that they are all meer Chimeras, and not werthy of any Notice or Anſwer : Beſides (fay they) .thoſe 
Powers are fundamental and unalterable Rights and Laws, like thoſe of the Medes and Perſians. 
Whilſt, unto others, who ſee further into the Nature, of Men and Things, they ſeem very frankly to 
acknowledge, That theſe Powers are, indeed, very dangerous Grievances 3 but, alas | (ſay they) 
where is the Remedy, fince the Removal of the Evil is more dangerous than the Evil itſelf? 
Will it not incenſe all our great Men in Scotland, who (ſay they) have the Command of all the 
People, and who, by themſelves, and their Deputes, educate the People, ſo as to make them believe, 
that even their preſent ſlaviſh Dependance upon them is their Honour and Liberty, and a Part of our 
ancient Ariſtocratick Scotiſß Conſtitution, as they treaſonably ſuggeſt? Bur, beſides (fay they) tho? it 


is true, that the common People in Scotland might ſoon have their Eyes opened, ſo as to diſcover the 


Tyranny and Ignorance in which they are kept, yet this is an improper Time; let us ſtay 'till ſome 
more of our greateſt Families in Scolland are in Minority, when, conſequently, ſuch powerful Families 
can be more ſafely dealt with, and more eaſily brought to part with thoſe their pretended, unaltera- 
ble hereditary little Kingſhips, Fc. But, for Godſake (ſay they) don't let us meddle with ſuci: 
mighty Territories and dangerous Powers and Juriſdictions, which ſome of the Owners may think un- 


alterable Kingſhips, eſpecially now, when we are engaged in a War; for (continue they) is it not juſt 


as ill timed, and equally ridiculous at this Juncture to propoſe ſuch dangerous Alterations, as it is to 
propole to lay out ſo many Millions on Ten-thouſand Miles of Canals at ſuch a Criſis, when we are 
not only ſo vaſtly in Debt; but when all our Thoughts and Councils ſhould be directed towards 
| | 7 | 5 guarding 
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guarding ourſelves againſt our foreign Enemies, and when it will require all our Money to pay the 
Intereſt of our Debt, and to ny on the War with Vigour. 


To all which I anſwer, That how far ſo ever ſuch Sophiſtns may paſs with the weaker Part of 
Mankind; yet, to the Wiſdom, of the Nation (I doubt not but) they muſt be eſteemed to be amongſt 
the ſtrongeſt Reaſons for aboliſhing thoſe Powers, and for putting in Execution not Ten thouſand 
Miles of Canals at the Expence of the Publick, and all the other Projects hinted at, at once (as they are 
pleaſed, to ſuggeſt) but, by degrees, as the Parliament ſhall judge meet, and (among other Things) 
ſome of the Canals propoſed, which I ſhall demonſtrate, may be very cheaply, eaſily, ſpeedily, and 
profitably executed, together with ſome of the other Schemes propoſed, towards uniting the Minds 
and Intereſts of all our Fellow Citizens againſt all foreign Efforts, as well as our Factions in Scotland, 
which are vaſtly more dangerous, and towards enabling us, not only to carry on the War with Vigour, 
but to ſhew all foreign Powers, that we can not only do that, but likewiſe pay off all our Debts 
eaſily, and only by encreaſing our Strength and Induſtry, and Numbers of well-employ'd and in- 
duſtrious Inhabitants, by extending the Liberty and Happineſs of Mankind and our Country: For, 
ſurely, nothing is more ſelf-evident, than the Neceſſity of uniting the Minds and Intereſts of our 
People every where- at Home, when we are threatened with any kind of Danger from Abroad : 
And, the greater the Danger can be ſuppoſed to be from Abroad; and the more we are in Debt; 
and the greater the Expence in Blood and Treaſure of a neceſſary War is, or can be ſuppoſed to be, the 
ſtronger is the Reaſon for a charitable Union, and cultivating all the Arts of Peace, Trade and Induſtry ; 
increaſing our Numbers, and improving our Product, c. at Home; which nothing in Nature but 
extending our I. iberties, our Jura Civitatis Humane ſeu Britannice ; and, conſequently (amongſt 
other Things) totally aboliſhing thoſe exceedingly dangerous and oppreſſive, private, heretable Gothick 
or Poliſh Palatinates in Scotland can do. : 

For, as nothing under Heaven can encreaſe Trade and Induſtry, and draw Numbers of uſeful 
and well-employ'd Inhabitants from all Parts, to increaſe our Strength, and affiſt us; and can animate - 
and encourage Mankind to be bold and loyal in Times of War, and careful, peaceable, and in- 
duſtrious in Times of Peace, except Liberty; and as, the Want of it as naturally produces the quite 
contrary evil Effects; fo it is ſelf-evident, from our own, as well as from the Hiſtories and Ex- 
perience of all Ages, that no one Thing can Jon occaſion and foment all manner of domeſtick 
Diſcontents, Diviſions, Depopulations, Idleneſs, and all other State Evils; and, conſequently, can ſo 
much encourage any 7 0 Powers to inſult and invade us, as the Hopes they may have of pro- 
fiting and being able to raiſe inteſtine Flames, by means of thoſe very Heretable Powers, of which I 
complain z inſomuch, that if thoſe Powers were removed, and the Minds of the now diſcouraged 
and oppreſſed Vaſſals, Freeholders, Tenants, and Commonality in Scotland, thereby gain'd, it is 
clear, to a Demonſtration, that all the Power of both France and Spain, tho? united againſt us, 
would as little attempt or hazard to land any Forces in any Part of Britain, as we now could rea- 
ſonably propoſe to land our Troops with Succeſs on any of their united Dominions upon the Terra 
Firma in Europe ; whereas it is well known, that while the Governments of France and Spain were 
curſed and divided, as we are, with Hereditary Feudal Principalities, Dukedoms and Earldoms, Sc. 
even Handfuls of Exgliſb, and other foreign Troops, by gaining ſome of theſe Feudatory Lords into 
their Intereſts, did frequently bring all the Powers of France and Spain to the utmoſt Extremities - 
And here I beg it may be conſidered what was the Cauſe of the Roman, Saxon, Daniſh and Norman 
Invaſions and Succeſſes in this Iſland ; was it not chiefly our being divided by ſuch-like private Powers 
By which Dum Singuli pugnabant, univerſi facile Viflti ? What elſe occaſion'd the Revolutions of Sweden, 
Portugal and Denmark, recorded by Lord Molſeworth and Pere Vertot? And from what other Cauſe is 
Poland almoſt conſtantly kept in Troubles? So that, tho? it were true, as it is not, that there were 
ſome Danger in removing thoſe private Powers, yet, it were to affront the Wiſdom and Juſtice, as well 
as the Power, Dignity, Reſolution and Fortitude, of a Britifh King and Parliament, ſo much as to ima- 
gine they would have any Scruple to remove ſuch a fundamental and dangerous conſtitutionary Evil, 
which muſt thus obviouily appear to be the very chief Hopes of foreign Powers, as well as the 
chief Support of all more dangerous Factions in Scotland; ſince ſuch a Scruple and Fear would be the 
ſame Thing as if one ſhould be ſcrupulous or affraid to cut out the Bites of Snakes, or mad Dogs, or 
to take a Vomit, or a Doſe of Phyſick, in Caſes where the Safety of one's Life were evidently at Stake. 

But it is not true, in Fact, that there is any Danger in removing thoſe Powers and Juriſdictions ; the 
direct contrary is the Truth, viz. There is great Danger in not removing them, and all Danger imme- 
diately ceaſes on their being removed. 

For tho? it muſt be acknowledged, that whilſt thoſe vaſt feudal Juriſdictions and military Tenures 
are ſuffered in the Hands of a few Families, the Powers of theſe few Families over upwards of Forty or 
Fifty Thouſand of the beſt Militia, perhaps now left in the World, muſt always be extremely formi- 
dable, and even dangerous, more eſpecially now, that the Generality of our Fellow Subjects are not, 
as formerly, equally with them, uſed to Arms; yet, the removing of thofe Powers, or any other arbi- 
trary Powers, never was, nor never can, poſſibly be dangerous to any State; but, on the contrary, as 
the Amputations of all rotten Gangrenes and Ulcers do bring immediate Relief and Safety to the Body 
natural, ſo the removing of thoſe Gangrenes and diſnatured Excreſcences of ſlaviſn Power, muſt bring 
immediate Eaſe and Safety to the Body politick. And how can it poſſibly be otherwiſe, ſince all the 
Vaſſals and Followers, or rather the forced and oppreſſed Slaves, of thoſe Juriſdictions (of which this 
Lordaniſh Power does only conſiſt) do inſtantly naturally accreſe (#) to the State, and, with Joy, fall 
off from their laviſh Dependance; do become grateful to their Deliverers ; and fond of their Liber- 
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ties, and of getting from under this olygarthick Tyranny, which is certainly the moſt mifeatble, as 
well as moſt baſe and vile, of all kinds of State Servitudes ? 

For, ſuppoſing it were true (as ſome of our Advocates for thoſe Powers treaſonably pretend) that 
the Conſtitution of Scotland, before the Union of the Crowns, was an Ariſtocracy; and granting an Ariſto- 
cracy were the beſt Form of Government, yet, as Corruptio optimi peſſima, ſo an Ae being che 


Corruption of an Ariſtocracy, is therefore the worſt, becauſe the Corruption of the beſt Kind of Govern- 
ment, and infinitely a greater Tyranny than that of an abſolute Monarchy, as the great and able Poli- 
tician Tacitus juſtly obſerves, Paucorum enim dominatum eſt paucorum Tyrannorum Imperium hoſque uno 
deteriores, quod malum, quo magis mulliplicetur, eo gravius eſt. | 
As I doubt not this will be found perfectly obvious and agreeable to common Senſe and Reaſon, and to 
the Nature of Mankind and Government; ſo the univerſal Experience and Examples of the Hiſtories 
of this, and all other Nations, in like Caſes, do cenfirm it beyond all reaſonable ' Contradi&ion or Ex- 
ception : For, tho? we do frequently meet with Examples, where whole Nations of People ( like thoſe of 
Scotland at preſent) have been ſo grievouſly oppreſſed, as to be afraid to petition or complain publickly, 
or even to mutter privately their Grievances againſt their Oppreſſors, as in the Caſe of the People of 
French Compte, mentioned by Julius Ceſar (x ) 3 and tho, in all ſuch Caſes, the Generality of the poor 
People ever were (and muſt ve) ſo much afraid of the Power of thoſe private Lords over their Lives, 
Liberties and Properties, as to be even forced to be paſſive obedient 3 to obey whatever Orders they 
receive; and to follow their Leaders even into Rebellion, as long as thoſe more than kingly Powers 
were, and are, tollerated ; and tho', in a more particular Manner, the Generality of the lefſer Barons, 
Freeholders, and Commonality, eſpecially in thoſe remote Parts of Scotland (being bred up and habi- 
tuated from their Infancy in Ignorance and falſe Notions of implicite Obedience to the Commands of 
their private Lords, and kept unacquainted with the publick- ſpirited Princi les of Britiſh Parliaments) 
are afraid to petition for their Liberties, or to complain of the Tyranny of their Lords, leſt their Peti- 
tions may be ſtifled or rejected, as they were before the Union by the univerſal undue Influence which 
their ſaid private Lords had in all our Scotch Parliamentary, and Scotch Privy, Councillory Proceedings; 
and leſt, thereby, they ſhould come to be more grievoully oppreſſed, as I have been, and as many others 
of the moſt conſiderable Families in Scotland have been, totally ruined, only for complaining againſt thoſe 
wicked Powers; yet, no ſooner did the Roman Senate, or any other ſupreme Power, interpoſe to hum- 
ble and abrogate thoſe, or any other, ſuch private Tyrannies, but we find that, inall ſuch Caſes, without 
Exception, the whole Subject Vaſſals and Followers of ſuch Powers ( except, perhaps, ſuch of their next 
Heirs who were tempted with the immediate Hopes of Succeſſion to their faid Heretable Juriſdictions) 
immediately came to be naturally grateful to their Benefactors, and tenaciouſly fond of their Liberties, 
and (of all others) the moſt zealous for pulling and keeping down thoſe diſnatured Powers which 
had enſlaved them. a 
As the Truth of this appears from the general Thread of the Hiſtories of this and all our neigh- 
bouring Nations, without Exception, ſo nothing in Nature can ſet it in a truer and ſtronger Light, 
than the whole Courſe of the Hiſtory of the State of Scotland, but more eſpecially in the Years 1681, 
1632, 1653, 1654, Sc. when Cromwel, tho* a Tyrant, Uſurper and Murderer, and tho? he had 
at that Time rendered himſelf odious to all the different Parties in Scotland, and tho? almoſt all the Peo- 
ple in that Country had been often, and, at that very Time, obſtinately in Arms againſt him, yet, by 
his only abrogating the hurtful Parts of thoſe Heretable Juriſdictions and military Tenures, Sc. and 
by his ſtrict, equal and impartial ſubordinate Adminiſtration of Juſtice, did inſtantly render the Body 
of the People ſo univerſally grateful and peaceable, that it was not in the Power of all, or any one, 
of the great Lords, ever after that Time, to bring their Vaſſals ſo much as to attempt any thing 
againſt his Government, tho' one and all of the Lords were highly incenſed for his cutting off their 
laid Powers, and tho? very few of them had any Court Favours, but, on the contrary, tho* moſt of 
them, and their Families, were ſorely otherwiſe oppreſſed, fined and forfeited by him. But this, and 
ſeveral other ſuch convincing Arguments, ſhall be more particularly explained, if neceſſary, to lay 
open to the Publick the miſerable State and Situation of Scotland, and the partial Execution and 
Adminiſtration of our Laws, and the evil Nature, and other manifold evil Conſequences, of thoſe 
Powers in Scotland ; when I ſhall likewiſe have Occaſion to ſhew, that it is not to be doubted, bur all 
the Heretable Judges (who are not intoxicared with their great Powers) will readily give up thoſe 
wicked and dangerous Heretable and ey entaiPd Furiſdictions, and the rather, becauſe I have myſelf 
heard ſome of them ſay ſo; and becauſe I am ready to demonſtrate, that it is not only abſolutel 
neceſſary for the common Peace and Safety of the State, but is the very beſt and ſafeſt Courſe they 
can take for the Preſervation of themſelves, and their Poſterity, from continual Juſt State Jealouſy, 
and from manifold dangerous Temptations, to which they and their Families are expoſed, by the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſuch dangerous Precipices of Power, againſt which few or none are Proof; and which have 
proved ſo IAN y and 1 fatal to moſt of our conſiderable Families in Scotland, as well as 
anciently in England; when J ſhall alſo give my Reaſons for chooſing thus to appear ſingle, and for 
my purpoſely aveiding to ask the Concurrence of Thouſands of my Fellow Citizens in Scotland, 
which I might have had in this Remonſtrance, againſt the ſaid Heretable Juriſdictions; and likewiſe 
ſhall fulfil my Promiſe of explaining my Method of greatly improving all Bogs and F lats, as well as 
other Sorts of low Grounds, on the Sea Coaſts ; and ſhall evidently prove, that all the Labour and 
Expence of the Projects I have hinted at, may be defrayed in Time of War, as well as in Time of 
Peace; and that they will tend to the great Benefit of the Crown, and of all good Miniſters, . as well 
as of the People ; and of all the Stock- holders in our great publick Companies, as well as of all parti- 
cular indifferent Perſons. Which minute Diſcuſſions, with many other Apologies, tho* they will be 


neceflary 
(x) Sequani, nec in Occulto quidem queri, nec auxilium implorare auderent, Cæſar- 
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neceſſary when I publiſh my Papers, yet, are leſs needful, when thus addreſſing my ſelf immediately 
to the univerſal Knowledge and Penetration of Parliament. Beſides, tho? I have thought my ſelf in 
Duty obliged to ſpeak warmly againſt all Oppreſſors, to ſhew that it is lawful to contemn and 
proſecute, before the Parliament, all Oppreſſors, however dignified or diſtinguiſhed ; yet, ſo far am I 
jrom having any Deſire. of Revenge againſt any one of my Oppreſſors, that I do once more 9) de- 
clare, that notwithſtanding all the monſtrous ill Uſage I have met with, 1t is ſtill my earneſt Defire 
to avoid (if poſſibly I _ the ungrateful Office, and extreme Duty and Neceſſity (if I may ſo expreſs 
it) of all particular Explanations of my own and my Country's Grievances, and of all particular 
publick Accuſations, or rather Vindications, and Proſecutions, by thus once more giving my un- 
happy Fellow Citizens of Scotland (who have oppreſſed me, and violated the Laws, and invaded the 
Liberties of Mankind and their Country) Warning and an Opportunity of voluntarily doing their 
oppreſſed Country, and me, and my ſaid Family, Partners and Creditors, c. that Juſtice which other- 
wiſe (as I have privately warned them) I am obliged to endeavour to force them to perform, by all 
manner of lawful Proſecution : And this is one of the Reaſons why I have ſo long avoided (and do 
ſtill avoid) to ſtate the Caſe of my own Oppreſſions particularly, and why I have expreſſed my ſelf 
darkly in ſeveral Points; for who, but thoſe who are worſe than Brutes, would not decline as long 
as poſſible to proſecute their own Fellow Citizens? Nam miſerum eft, et fortaſſis omnium Miſerrynum, 
lædi de quibus Vix poſſumus queri. | | | 

I ſhall, therefore, only, at preſent, on this Subject of Heretable, or long continued, great private 
Powers, further add the following Citations from our publick-ſpirited Countryman, and able Politi- 
cian, Mr. Barclays univerſally eſteemed Book, called Argenis, purpoſely wrote on the State of France, 
and dedicated to a King of France, while that Nation was in the ſame miſerable and divided Situation, 
that ſo great a Part of Brilain, as Scotland, is in at preſent, which (as the Preface to that Book obſerves) 
ought to be an eternal Leſſon to all chief Rulers (whether of Monarchies, Ariſtrocracies, or Repub- 
licks) never to tollerate ſuch Private Imperia, whereof I complain, or (which is the ſame Thing) never 
to tollerate great Meaſures of any kind of monopolizing, or excluſive Powers, Privileges and Pre- 
rogatives, either Hereditarily, or for Life, or, indeed, any kind of great Powers or Governments of 
Provinces, for too long a Term of Years, in the Hands of any private Perſons whatſoever ; becauſe 
the Love of Power is the moſt bewitching and dangerous of all Paſſions and Temptations, againſt 
which few or none are Proof; a Truth which can never be too often repeated: (2) And becauſe it 
will appear from a ſerious Conſideration of the Hiſtories of this, and all Nations, that al! the dangerous 
Factions, Diviſions, civil Wars, Rebellions and Ruin, or Loſs of Liberty, of all ancient and modern 
States, have principally proceeded from this evil Fountain. 

This Mr. Barclay juſtly obſerves ; for, upon that truly Good and great Father and Lover of his 
Country King Henry IV. of France, his asking what could be the Cauſe of the French powerful Facti- 
ons, and frequent Rebellions, againſt his mild paternal Government; and by what Methods thoſe 
unnatural Factions and Rebellions were brought about; and how he could prevent them? He is 
anſwered by our Author in theſe Words. 

e Rebellionum Originem, Cauſamque tot motuum, qui ſeculi noſtri Pacem turbant, fi queris, ſciendum 
* quod, Lenitate tua, O Meliander (as he calls the King) Malignitas fatorum in tuas et Patrie Clades 
* abuſa eſt; illa Falicitas, ills Indulgentia in magnates, illa tua tuorumque majorum Incauta in eos pro- 
* fuſio prodidit præcipuas imperii Vires, aperuilque Injuriis deſpectam Dignitatem. Qui nam illi ſunt ? 
* Vide unde proceſſerint que illos Machine Veſtigio ſuo admoverint; utcunque ſe jattent, majorum tuorum, 
„ Beneficio Opes comparavere, in præfecturas miſſi ſunt, Regieq; Amicitiæ indulgentia hoc Culmen condide- 
& runt, ex quo hodie ſive ipſi five eorum poſtert certant in Reges : Tua ſunt ergo tela quibus laceſſeris; ſed nec 
& credas iniquam fore Cauſam, et quam Dii Homineſque non probant, ſe pugnabis pro Regis Dignitate et 
„ Patriam a Parricidio probibebis qua pſa ſe furiis Madtat. Quod ipſum quoque Trajanus Boccalinus confirmat, 
% cum Immunitates, Prerogativas, Priviligia, Fontem Rebellionum, ſemen Zizaniorum, Lapidem ſcandali 
adpellat. Et ſane mihi quoque ab bac una Cauſa eſſe videtur, non niſe ad propriam cujuſque Libidinem 
ex actum obſequium, et Regie Poteſtatis vindicus oppoſita Murmura, queſtus, et poſtremo Remedium ex 
„ Armis. Ita Germania, ante in unius 1mperatoris reverentiam intenta nunc in varios Dominos lapſa, ipſi 
e pene tota excidit. Olim in Gallia Neuſtrie, Armoricarum, Aquitanie, Heduorum, Arvernorum, Provincie, 
* Duces, Comiteſque, Viribus ſuis tuti velut precaria Qbſequio, Regibus 2 Ix Britannia quoque 
formidabiles Principum Opes atroxibus Regnum Cladibus miſcuerunt. Hoate denique ea tantum Imperia 
&« ſts ſe furiis matant, que per Principes et Liberlatis Imaginem Stugiis et Factionibus trahuntur. 

« Remedia ſi queris, magna Imperia nunquam diuturna facienda, Arces Caſtellaque Ambitionis Muni- 
« menta exſcindenda, fi Provinciam a te habet, Partem ex ea Deliba quam alii tradas, ſi Arces aut ſuas aut 
« Regias, unam ex its futur & Fidei pignus cape. Timebunt alii Spolia dare ad Regiam Gazam, qui nunc 
& contraris voto @s, faſces, Præſidia audent in Prætium Pacis exigere. Cave autem dare hos Reos precibus 
«© Cognatorum qui apud te in illos militarint, Nam vix ulla vulgarior fraus eſt quam Iflorum optimatum non 
& Studio, non vero Aſffectu, ſed veluti Sortibus, ſe in adverſa dividentium Caſtra Fratres, Affines, Patrueles, 
« Hic pro te ille cum fattioſts ut Victoria aut Favore in utramlibet Fortunam ſecuri ſint. Hos te maxime ſuſ- 
* peftos habere aquum ejt, O Rex; et fi anxie pro Cognatis ſuis orant, propemodum Hoſtes. De Ducibus 
« Fattionum bec Sentiam z ſed quid iſti abſque Mililum Manu. Hi ſunt Sanguis, bi Nervii tumultuum, 

«© Quanquam 
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() See my Letter to Sir Robert Walpole, Page 16. and 19. | 

(z) Ideoque Annua Poteſtas conſtituta, ne tanta Poteſtas mora, vel Solitudine Corrumperetur. Flor, 

Diuturna enim imperia multos ad ſaſtum adque ad tentandum Res Novas impellunt. Dio. 

Optima enim Libertatis Cuſtodia fi Magna Imperia diuturna eſſe non Sinas. Florus. 

Suſpectum Gentibus Viſum Senatus 3 Imperium ob Certamina Potentum & Avaritiam Magiſtratuum. Tacitus. 

8 1 Cuſtodia eſt, {i Magna Imperia diuturna effe non Sinas, & temporis imponatur Modus quibus Juris non 
potes. Livy, Lib. 2. e. t. 
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„ Quanguam recenti Memoria tenes, Rex, quid bi paſſint Fationes, permiltis hic tamen enrum Cunabulg | 
<< ef ingenium percenſeri. Nam et accendi te volo, vel parari ad Patientiam haud dubie Cladis. Jgitur, ſi 
© quos amas, fi quos attollis, preter veterum optimatum Libidinem, lamquam de. eorum bontsy/t uod largiris 
e excedunt ab Aula, queruntur ſe contemptos ; in Artes, in Preſidia, que ſis tredidiſtiy confugiuui Fortuna: 
« Populi deſent; exanimati Regni Sanguine paucas Hirudines repleri ; non ferendam eorum Superbiam qui 
« faſcinato Principi illudunt, vetereſque et emeritas Stirpes inexper lo recentis Potentie gaudio calcant. Frequens 
& bec quidem (ut naſti) diſſidendi eſt ratio, proruenatq ; ad crvita Arma, fed et aliæ preteria Cauſe illis in- 
e geniis faciunt Defectionis Audaciam. Diu ipſis largitus, ceſſes utcunque © Magiſtra tus, Prefefturas, jam 
„ Plenis, nec dum tamen Satiatis negaveris: is Arcana omnia non credas , habeas alios fideliores tibi Non 
& acceſſeris Odiis quibus Aimulos devovent : Illico indigni babert ſe putant; Frendentque, ta 12 contumelia 
4 Violati. Ali, ut reverentiam ſibi concilient, et quid poſſint Regem admoneanl; querunt Offenſionis mate 
„ riam, et gralis ineunt Conſilia in publicam Pacem. Cæterum quecumgue ilos occaſio tollat in rixam, Viri- 
& bus quas vos Reges tribuiſtis Succintti, mox clientes Armatoſque inveniunt, eo prolixius quod bec ſecedendi 
« Facinora ſemper inulta ſunt, et plerungue Premia babent. Sic erecti, ſic veluti in ſuo Regno” collecti, 
<< opimiora ad conciliandam Pacem a vobis Regibus extorquent, quam ft ipſis  Objequium et Fides maniſfet |, * 
e wveſtro interim auro, veſtriſque Stipendijs (quis ferat  ) militant acies quas in vos educunt. Arario veſtro- 
% Feroces, aut rationem imperii depoſcunt a vobis, aut regnandi Modum preſcribunt. Veſtri coloni ſunt, 
&« veſtri Cives, qui pluſquam externis Tumultibus per bæc Bella eruuntur. Quid deinde ? Emitis Paten 
«© (Reges) His prodeſt peccaviſſe. : gi anal, ee Thos 

As theſe, and many other ſuch, ancient and modern juſt Characters, Pictures and Deſcriptions- of 
all private Heretable, or for Life, Generalſhips, Governments, or long continued excluſive Powers, 
Monopolies and Prerogatives, Sc. will juſtify my Complaints againſt them; ſo, by way of Apolo- 
gy, for my adventuring without other Help, to lay my Thoughts before the Publick, I ſhall conclude 
with another Citation from Pliny, the Conſul's Panegyrick on the good Roman Emperor Vajaa, 
addreſſed to the Roman Senate in theſe Words. em 3 wod 2bod 

% At ne illud quidem vereor, Patres conſcripti, ne gratus, ingratujve videar, pront ſatis aut partum dixero, 
* animadverio enim etiam Deos ipſos non tam Accuratis adorantium Precibus quam Innocentia et Sanfuate 
« /ztari, gratioremque exiſtimari qui delubris eorum puram Caſtamque Meniem, quam qui meditatum Car- 

nen intulerit.“ | Ca 
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